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General Introduction 

American Civilization and Culture is a course specifically intended for Master II LMD 

students in the field of Language and Culture at the Department of English Language and 

Literature at the University of Batna 2 in Algeria. The course accounts for students’ prior 

learning about the formative eras of the United States, including colonial beginnings, 

revolutionary conflicts, the Civil War, Reconstruction, emancipation, the Civil Rights 

Movement, and major conflicts and social transformation in the twentieth century, thus 

enhancing their understanding of the structural and cultural forces that continuously transform 

American society. Within more than fourteen weeks, the students will study the constitutional 

roots of American democracy, read the global dimensions and strategic interests of American 

foreign policy, and examine the interactive relationship of media, visual arts, and literature in 

creating and challenging national identity. By combining theoretical lectures, critical debate, 

and classroom and online activities, the course aims to foster higher-order analysis skills and 

knowledge of U.S. political and cultural realities. 

The Course Description 

The present course is structured to meet the specific needs of Master II LMD students 

in Language and Culture at the University of Batna 2. Having already engaged in the study of 

the United States’ early formation, from colonial exploration and the Revolutionary War, 

through the Civil War and Reconstruction, to the struggles of the Civil Rights Movement and 

the defining conflicts of the twentieth century, students will now delve into three foundational 

domains. The first chapter discusses the roots and institutional structure of the American 

Constitution and democratic rule. The second chapter follows the development of U.S. foreign 

policy. Last but not least, the third chapter investigates the rich field of American art and 

media, analyzing how they reflect and influence political and social evolution.  

Ninety minutes are devoted to intensive lectures in each of the fourteen weeks, with 



2 
 

three hours for guided discussions and activities provided through a blended format of face-

to-face classes and Moodle-based interactions. The course carries a coefficient of 3 and 6 

credits on successful completion. 

The Course General Objectives 

The objective of this module is to enhance students’ critical thinking concerning 

American political, diplomatic, and cultural institutions. By the end of the semester, they 

should be capable of: 

1. Analyze the United States Constitution and its inherent democratic principles. 

2. Explain the structure and operation of the judicial, legislative, and executive branches of 

the United States’ government.  

3. Describe the roles of political parties, elections, and interest groups, and assess their 

impacts on policy-making and public opinion. 

4. Discuss the function of media and arts in political communication and deal with different 

political styles and cultures in the United States. 

The Prerequisites  

To ensure a smooth and fruitful experience, students should have completed an online 

diagnostic test via Moodle to confirm acquaintance with: 

1. Fundamental comprehension of political science principles and definitions. 

2. Understanding of democratic principles and governmental structures. 

3. Familiarity with basic international relations concepts. 

4. Awareness of contemporary political events in the United States. 

A sample of the online diagnostic test can be a discussion question, such as “Please, 

define ‘democracy’ in your own words.” This ungraded test enables the teacher to measure 

students’ prior knowledge and identify areas that may require further emphasis during the 

semester. 
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The Course Structure 

The structure of the present course is divided across three thematic cohesive chapters, 

which consist of multiple lectures for fourteen weeks in total. The first chapter, The American 

Constitution and Democracy, explores the origins of the U.S. Constitution, the rationale for its 

separation of powers, and the evolution of federalism by landmark Supreme Court decisions. 

In the second chapter, American Foreign Policy, we trace the transition from isolationism to 

global leadership. The third chapter, American Art and Media, explores how they have 

reflected and influenced political discourse and social change. Each weekly session dedicates 

approximately ninety minutes to a formal lecture, in addition to different kinds of online 

sessions. 

The Course Delivery Method 

The module follows a blended pedagogy consisting of a combination of face-to-face 

classroom education and online teaching through Moodle. The face-to-face sessions take 

place in the Department of English Language and Literature, where immediate feedback and 

open discussions are given to students. Besides these sessions, Moodle provides supporting 

materials through live sessions and self-directed activities. These consist of discussion 

forums, quizzes, and online sessions using Google Meet. These contribute to the students 

interacting with the content in unique ways according to their learning styles. 

Time Allocation 

The course comprises a total of 67 hours and 30 minutes of contact time structured 

over fourteen to fifteen weeks. Each week allocates one hour and thirty minutes to an intense 

theoretical lecture, during which underlying theories, historical narratives, and conceptual 

models are imparted. Then, in a three-hour tutorial session, students interpret reading 

assignments, debate interpretive questions, and complete research-based projects under the 

guidance of the teacher. 
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The Course Materials 

A wide range of scholarly and multimedia sources underlie this course. Core textbooks 

and monographs frame theory and history, while governmental texts and peer-reviewed 

journal sources yield empirical richness. Official works, such as congressional hearings, court 

decisions, and diplomatic reports, offer primary sources to closely read. Adding depth to the 

written corpus, an option for YouTube lectures, history documentary films, and edited news 

clips affords rich audiovisual contexts. 

Required Readings 

The following references will serve to expand students’ understanding and help them 

review the available literature.  

Arnold, Paul A. How the United States Is Governed? Braddock Communications, Inc., 2004. 

Collin, Peter Hodgson. Dictionary of Politics and Government. 3rd ed., Bloomsbury 

Publishing Plc, 2004. 

Constitution of the United States. Constitution of the United States of America: Analysis and 

Interpretation, Congress.gov, 

https://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/constitution.pdf  

Gitelson, Alan, et al. American Government. 10th
 ed., Cengage Learning, 2011. 

Kaufman, Joyce P. A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy. 4th ed., Rowman & Littlefield, 

2017. 

Robertson, David. The Routledge Dictionary of Politics. 3rd
 ed., Routledge, 2004. 

Watts, Duncan. Dictionary of American Government and Politics. Edinburgh University 

Press, 2010. 

Assessment and Grading Procedure 

Evaluation in this course is designed to assess students’ ongoing involvement and their 

aggregate proficiency in the material. Continuous evaluation (50 percent) consists of a 

https://constitutioncenter.org/media/files/constitution.pdf
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combination of Moodle-delivered online quizzes and short analytical essays requiring 

application of theoretical principles to present case studies. Equally spaced assignments 

during the semester encourage consistent study habits and allow for more reflective critical 

thinking. They are building blocks to cultivate the understanding and confidence of the 

students step by step. The 50% final examination provides an opportunity to exhibit 

integration of coursework, main materials, and constructed arguments towards a general 

presentation of knowledge and analytical ability gained in the subject matter throughout the 

course. 
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Lecture One: Introduction to Democracy 

Introduction 

American political identity has been shaped by democracy or popular rule since the 

nation’s founding. Students in this lesson will be introduced to definitions of democracy, its 

history, and early accounts from ancient Athens, and criticisms during the early modern 

period. It will address direct and representative democracies and use classical and 

Enlightenment views to guide consideration of constitutional design. 

Lesson Objectives 

• Define representative and direct democracies. 

• Compare and contrast the democracies. 

• Outline the historical evolution of democracy from Athens to the American system. 

Expected Outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, the students will be able to: 

• Define democracy in their own terms. 

• Compare Greek direct democracy and the American representative system. 

• Enumerate U.S. constitutional provisions evidencing the sovereignty of the people. 

Requirements 

Moodle Platform access in order for students to download the handout. 

Procedures 

 Warm-up Discussion (10 min): What is the first picture or word that comes to mind when 

you hear “democracy”? 

 Lecture (60 min): Present the Athenian assembly, talk about exclusions (women, slaves), 

and proceed to representative forms focusing on the U.S. 

 Whole Class Debrief (20 min): Students will discuss facts and questions; the teacher will 

facilitate and connect. 
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1. Definition of Democracy 

According to Merriam-Webster, the term Democracy means “Government by the 

people: rule of the majority.” 

a. a form of government in which the people elect representatives to make decisions, policies, 

laws, etc., according to law  

Called also representative democracy  

b. a form of government in which the people vote directly against or in favor of decisions, 

policies, laws, etc.  

Called also direct democracy, pure democracy  

Etymology: borrowed from Middle French democracie, democratie, borrowed from 

Late Latin dēmocratia, borrowed from Greek dēmokratía, from dēmo- demo- (people/ the 

masses) + -kratia –cracy (rule, government) from kratos (strength, power, authority)  

2. Early Examples of Democracy 

In ancient Athens, democracy was practiced in a small city-state where citizens were 

directly involved in making and influencing political decisions. This direct democracy, in its 

first incarnation, brought people together to decide important matters themselves. But 

following the Greek era, democracy fell out of favor. It was considered by many rulers a 

cause of disorder and conflict. Until the 1800s, political power was mostly in the hands of a 

privileged elite, who believed that common people did not have the education or aptitude to 

govern. Political theorists like James Madison, in The Federalist, noted that earlier 

democracies had failed. They threatened personal safety and property rights, plunging 

societies into chaos (Watts 68). 

Practice 

List three strengths of direct and representative democracy, each. 
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Model Answers 

Direct Democracy Strengths Representative Democracy Strengths 

Direct citizen influence and agency  Able to be implemented on a large population base  

Rapid group decision-making  Complicated legislators create complex legislation 

Robust transparency of debate  Institutional checks on hasty action 

 

Conclusion 

This lesson gives preliminary background on how democracy is being conceptualized, 

practiced in its earliest form, and scrutinized with greater intensity by such thinkers as 

Madison. Such thinking will be a prologue to the following lesson, in which the underlying 

principles guiding democratic government are considered. 

References 

“Democracy.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/democracy. Accessed 7 Oct. 2024.  

Watts, Duncan. Dictionary of American Government and Politics. Edinburgh University 

Press, 2010. 
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Lecture Two: Core Principles of Democracy 

Introduction 

This lesson discusses the building blocks of democratic governance. Many ideas in 

one interconnected framework, ranging from citizen participation and political equality to the 

rule of law and economic freedom, are illustrated. Recent instances of attacks on transparency 

and accountability reflect how their breach can undermine the whole democratic edifice. 

Lesson Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Correctly define each of the core democratic principles and their role. 

 Link institutional mechanisms (e.g., independent judiciary, multi-party elections) to the 

principles they serve. 

 Critically assess a contemporary example regarding the undermining of principles and its 

effect on systems. 

Expected Outcomes 

Students will: 

 Correctly match a list of democratic principles to their definitions. 

 Identify and explain at least three undermined principles in an example case study. 

 Describe a specific proposal for the reinforcement of a specific principle in that setting 

Requirements 

Access to the Moodle Platform enables the download of the handout by the students. 

Procedures 

 Introductory phase and recap of last session’s lecture (5 min). 

 Concept Presentation (60 min): An ordered overview of the principles, each being 

explained and situated within democratic theory. 

 Discussion (20 min). 
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 Synthesis Summary (5 min): A diagram is made illustrating how a breakdown in one 

principle spreads throughout the system. 

1. Popular Sovereignty 

Democracy begins with the idea that legitimate power comes from the people. Early 

American theorists, heavily influenced by John Locke, argued that government exists only 

“by consent of the governed,” a view echoed in modern surveys of U.S. political 

culture (Cavalli). Because sovereignty ultimately rests with voters, constitutions, elections, 

and even protest movements are understood as expressions of the people’s will. 

2. Rule of Law 

To keep popular rule from sliding into mob rule, American democracy places 

everyone, including officials, under publicly known, regularly applied rules. Texts on U.S. 

institutions emphasize that courts can strike down acts that violate the Constitution, 

illustrating how written law outranks individual leaders (Edwards, Wattenberg, and Howell). 

3. Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances 

The Constitution fragments authority among Congress, the president, and federal 

courts so that “no single entity holds unchecked authority” (Edwards et al.). Each branch can 

block or review the others, forcing negotiation and protecting liberty, an arrangement 

George Washington called “the best security against a gradual concentration of the several 

powers.” 

4. Majority Rule with Minority Rights 

Democracy grants every adult an equal vote but also obliges majorities to respect 

dissenters’ liberties (Dahl and Shapiro). The Bill of Rights, judicial review, and the filibuster 

tradition all grew from early struggles to prevent “tyranny of the majority,” guaranteeing that 

losing sides live to compete another day. 
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5. Individual Liberties 

Core freedoms, speech, press, religion, assembly, protect citizens from government 

retaliation and let them criticize leaders openly. Generations of Americans “fought and 

sacrificed to obtain” the right to vote and speak, making liberty both a legal rule and a lived 

experience (Krutz and Waskiewicz).  

6. Political Equality 

Equality means each person’s voice counts the same. There are five standards, 

effective participation, voting equality, enlightened understanding, agenda control, and 

inclusion, needed to make that promise real (Dahl and Shapiro). Modern debates over 

campaign finance and voting-rights laws test whether these standards have been met. 

7. Civic Participation 

Democracy cannot work if citizens stay home. Civic engagement, from casting ballots 

to serving on juries, “ensures that representative democracy will continue to flourish” 

(Krutz and Waskiewicz). Social movements such as women’s suffrage and civil-rights 

campaigns show how sustained participation widens the circle of inclusion. 

8. Accountability and Transparency 

Democracies erode when elites tolerate leaders who “reject the democratic rules of the 

game” (Levitsky and Ziblatt). Free media, open records laws, and regular elections let citizens 

monitor officials and replace them peacefully, critical guardrails that keep power answerable 

to the public. 

Practice 

Select three principles and give an updated U.S. example of each in practice (e.g., 

nonviolent demonstration for inclusion; campaign spending disclosure for openness). 

Model Answers 

Citizen Participation: High 2020 mail-in ballot voting demonstrates high inclusion in 
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the electoral process. 

Political Equality: The Supreme Court decision expanding voting rights under the 

Voting Rights Act ensures equal access to the ballot. 

Free and Fair Elections: The use of nonpartisan observers for statewide recounts 

safeguards vote integrity. 

Conclusion 

A close examination of democratic values reveals their importance and how they 

complement each other to create a participatory and durable political system. All of these 

principles, such as accountability, the rule of law, political equality, and participatory 

citizenship, are interconnected. They must be applied collectively if democracy is to succeed. 

Recognition of their collective importance must be realized so that democratic societies can 

be created and maintained. Future work must consider how constitutional design and 

institutional structures can best reflect these ideals in their governmental institutions. 

References 

Cavalli, Carl D., editor. The Basics of American Government. 3rd ed., University Press of 

North Georgia, 2017. 

Edwards, George C., III, Martin P. Wattenberg, and William G. Howell. Government in 

America: People, Politics, and Policy. 18th ed., Pearson, 2020. 

Krutz, Glen, and Sylvie Waskiewicz. American Government. 3rd ed., OpenStax, 2021. 

Dahl, Robert A., and Ian Shapiro. On Democracy. 2nd ed., Yale University Press, 2020. 

Levitsky, Steven, and Daniel Ziblatt. How Democracies Die. Crown Publishing Group, 2018. 
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Lecture Three: U.S. Constitution 

Introduction 

The United States’ Constitution is among the longest surviving political documents in 

recent history. It was drafted in 1787 and ratified in 1788, replacing the unsuccessful Articles 

of Confederation and establishing a new paradigm for democratic governance. This lesson is a 

close analysis of the American Constitution through historical context, textual analysis, and 

analytical insight into its most important elements. The lesson is built on six general themes, 

each of which is essential to the comprehension of the structure and functioning of the 

Constitution. It integrates historical background, political theory, and constitutional 

interpretation to enable the students to learn the Constitution not as a law document but as a 

living manifestation of American political thought. 

Lesson Objectives 

 Exposes students to the history and evolution of the U.S. Constitution. 

 Define and explain each article of the Constitution and its underlying philosophy. 

 Identify the structural and procedural elements of the Constitution. 

Expected Outcomes 

When the lesson is completed, students will be able to: 

 Explain the historical basis for the creation of the Constitution. 

 Analyze the Preamble and explain its ideological and symbolic meaning. 

 Summarize the content and purpose of each Article and major Amendments. 

 Define the concepts of separation of powers, federalism, and checks and balances. 

Requirements 

 Prior exposure to American colonial and revolutionary history. 

 Political theory and constitutional law readings. 
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Procedures 

 Lecture Presentation (60 minutes): Present the historical context, constitutional framework, 

and current discussion visually and annotated constitutional passages. 

 Group Discussion (30 minutes): Offer student-facilitated discussion of federalism or 

separation of powers with real-world applications from U.S. history or contemporary events. 

1. Historical Context 

Between 1776 and 1787, Americans wrestled with the problem of turning 

revolutionary energy into a stable government (Wood). Republican ideals had ripened by the 

mid-1780s, pressing political leaders to convert lofty theory into workable institutions. The 

weak Articles of Confederation exposed the need for “power that could act, yet never 

tyrannize” (Robertson). Further, the Shays’s Rebellion (1786–87) vividly dramatized those 

deficiencies, jolting hesitant states toward reform. Delegates therefore convened in 

Philadelphia, aiming not merely to tweak the existing charter but to craft an entirely new 

framework that balanced liberty with order (O’Brien). Most delegates arrived steeped in 

Montesquieu and Locke, giving their debates a shared philosophical vocabulary. 

2. Nature and Preamble 

The Constitution is a written social contract, a brief text declaring who governs, how, 

and for what purposes (Murphy). Its written form was itself thought to guard against the 

“parchment barriers” feared in unwritten charters. The U.S. Constitution’s 52-word Preamble 

begins “We the People,” announcing popular sovereignty while setting six broad goals such as 

“establish Justice” and “secure the Blessings of Liberty” (Tushnet et al.). The engrossed 

parchment, the words “We the People” were penned in extra-large script to dramatize the shift 

from monarchical to popular authority. Although the Preamble has no direct legal force, 

courts and scholars treat it as a guide to constitutional values (Chemerinsky).  
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3. Articles and Amendments 

The main body of the U.S. Constitution contains seven Articles. Article I creates 

Congress, Article II the Presidency, Article III the federal courts; the remaining Articles 

address the states, amendments, federal supremacy, and ratification (Wilson & DiIulio).  

Article I is roughly half the document, reflecting the framers’ view that legislative power 

needed especially careful constraint. 

Amendments, currently twenty-seven, let later generations revise the charter without 

scrapping it. The first ten, the Bill of Rights (1791), shield individual liberties; later 

amendments abolished slavery, expanded suffrage, and retooled electoral rules, proving that 

the Constitution was designed to evolve (Chemerinsky).  Article V’s two-step process, 

proposal and ratification, blends federal and popular input, ensuring both national and state 

consent. 

4. Separation of Powers 

Madison’s solution to concentrated power was to “divide, arrange, and arm” the 

legislative, executive, and judicial branches so that “ambition” would restrain ambition 

(Lowi et al.). Scholars now speak of “separated institutions sharing powers,” a design that 

complicates but seldom paralyzes governance. Each branch receives distinct core functions, 

lawmaking, law executing, and law interpreting, yet must cooperate to govern effectively 

(O’Brien). The phrase “coequal branches” is traced to early nineteenth-century Supreme 

Court dicta, underscoring that balance, not hierarchy, is the constitutional norm. 

5. Federalism 

Federalism splits sovereignty between the national and state levels so that both can act 

directly on citizens (Boskin). Even under early “dual federalism,” the Union kept exclusive 

control of diplomacy and coinage, preventing states from operating as mini-nations. Over 

time, the balance has shifted: early “dual federalism” treated each sphere as separate, while 
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the twentieth century embraced “cooperative federalism,” and today scholars speak of 

“competitive” or “opportunistic” federalism (Fritz). Cooperative federalism blossomed during 

the New Deal, when federal grants coaxed states into nationwide programs. The Supremacy 

Clause (Art. VI) ensures federal law prevails when the two levels clash (Murphy). This 

clause’s “non obstante” wording was borrowed from colonial charters, giving it unmistakable 

priority over conflicting state acts. 

6. Checks and Balances 

Separation alone is not enough; the framers interlaced the branches with checks: 

presidential vetoes, Senate confirmation of appointments, judicial review, congressional 

impeachment, and the amendment process itself (Wilson & DiIulio). The two-thirds veto 

override threshold was calibrated to be achievable in emergencies yet high enough to protect 

executive independence. These devices slow decision-making but protect freedom, illustrating 

Madison’s insight that “the constant aim is to divide and arrange the several offices in such a 

manner as that each may be a check on the other” (Lowi et al.). 

Practice 

Activity 1: What were the Articles of Confederation unable to accomplish in establishing a 

stable national government, and how was the Constitution successful in addressing these 

shortcomings? 

Activity 2: Describe “federalism” in your own words. Then contrast dual federalism and 

cooperative federalism using examples based on U.S. history. 

Model Answers 

1. Historical Reasoning: 

The Articles of Confederation did not have a central government, especially regarding 

taxation, commerce, and law enforcement. It resulted in economic instability and interstate 

disputes. Shays’s Rebellion indicated the weakness of the federal government to uphold the 
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country. The Constitution subsequently offered a more powerful central government with 

specific powers divided among three branches and a federal system with shared power 

between state and national governments. 

2. Conceptual Application: 

Federalism refers to the constitutional division of powers between national and 

regional governments. National and state powers existed in “dual federalism,” approximately 

corresponding to separate layers. States, for example, controlled education in the early 

republic, whereas international commerce was controlled by the federal government. In 

“cooperative federalism,” especially in the New Deal, the two tiers cooperated through the 

financing by the federal government of state-administered programs like Social Security and 

highway construction projects. 

Conclusion 

The United States Constitution is both the product of its revolutionary era and a 

blueprint for enduring government. In putting Enlightenment values within institutional 

frameworks, the framers set out to build a republic that would reconcile liberty and order. In 

its Articles and Amendments, it is a moldable but resilient type of government. The 

Constitution’s structural framework, comprising the intricate division of authority, multilevel 

federalism, and system of checks and balances, forestalls any institution from ruling the 

political landscape. Its conceptual and historical development provides students with the 

analytical foundation for comprehending both American government and constitutionalism in 

general. This lesson is not intended to merely define the Constitution, but to engage the 

students with its living ideals. 
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Lecture Four: U.S. Legislative Branch 

Introduction 

The U.S. Congress is the federal government’s legislative branch and a pillar of 

American democracy. Established by Article I of the U.S. Constitution, Congress is a 

bicameral legislature composed of the Senate and the House of Representatives. Its bicameral 

form was the result of a fundamental compromise at the Philadelphia Convention of 1787 

between large and small states, a solution that has shaped the balance of political power in the 

nation ever since. 

In this lesson, Congress is examined from six intertwined perspectives. The lesson 

tries to describe how Congress works both as a legislative institution and as a democratic 

institution mirroring the desires of a plural people. 

Lesson Objectives 

At the end of this lesson, the students will be able to: 

 Describe and define the structure, composition, and function of the U.S. Congress. 

 Explain how the legislative process works and how power is distributed in Congress. 

 Assess the quality of representation and the effect of institutional checks and balances. 

Expected Outcomes 

 By the end of this lesson, students will: 

 Be capable of differentiating between the Senate and the House of Representatives based 

on structure, function, and representation. 

 Learn about the process a bill goes through in the legislative process and why it is so 

complex. 

 Critically evaluate Congress’s place in the American checks and balances system and the 

democratic representative models. 
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Requirements 

 Access to the United States Constitution (paper or online copy). 

 A printed copy of the lesson on the Moodle Platform. 

Procedures 

 Warm-Up (10 minutes): Why do two houses of legislature exist in certain countries?  

 Lecture (60 minutes): Introduced in seven consistent parts. Discuss oversight power, 

impeachment, and representative theories such as delegate, trustee, and politico roles. 

 Discussion (20 minutes). 

1. Congress (Article I) 

Article I vests “all legislative Powers” in a bicameral Congress, resolving the 

Philadelphia Convention’s grand state-small state stalemate (Krutz et al.). Large states had 

wanted representation by population, while small states had wished for equal representation. 

The compromise bicameral structure, with the population-based House and the equally 

represented Senate, blends fairness and function. Kernell’s objection to institutional design 

reminds us that those rules are “prior agreements” aimed at preventing bargaining from 

collapsing into conflict (Kernell et al.). By establishing strict rules of engagement and 

negotiation, such a design provides stability in a system that demands ongoing cooperation 

among competing interests. 

2. House of Representatives  

The House has 435 voting members who serve two-year terms and are accountable to 

roughly 700,000 constituents (Krutz et al.). This highlights the accountability of the House to 

the general public. Two-year terms and small constituencies hold members tightly under the 

sway of local demands, and it is easy for them to be held democratically accountable. 

Frequent elections make members act swiftly to address local issues. Leadership is 

hierarchical too: The Speaker assigns bills, schedules debates, and dictates party strategy 
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(Wilson et al.). Hierarchical structure allows efficient decision-making in a vast institution. 

The Speaker’s control of the legislative agenda centralizes power, enabling the party 

leadership to have significant influence over lawmaking priorities. 

3. Senate 

The 100 members of the Senate serve six-year staggered terms, shielding them from 

short-term electoral change (O’Connor & Sabato). Six-year, staggered terms allow senators to 

be less beholden to immediate political pressures and consider national issues from a broader, 

long-term viewpoint. 

Equal representation allows small states to have a say, and super majoritarian 

procedures (i.e., the filibuster) require large coalitions (Smith, Roberts & Vander Wielen). 

This prevents large states from dominating small states. The filibuster and other rules of 

procedure promote deliberation and compel compromise, making it difficult to act quickly. 

4. Legislative Powers 

There are three types of congressional power: enumerated powers found in Article I, 

Section 8; implied powers derived from the Necessary and Proper Clause; and inherent 

powers taken by any sovereign legislature (Krutz et al.). The distinction conveys the 

adaptability and range of congressional power. Enumerated powers are expressed specifically, 

and implied and inherent powers provide for adjusting to unanticipated difficulties, enhancing 

Congress’s position in governance. 

Its ability to tax and spend grants it the legendary “power of the purse,” a tool for 

influencing all areas of policy (Oleszek). This points to Congress’s central role in controlling 

government spending. By granting or withholding funds, lawmakers can influence policy in 

every area, from defense to schooling. 

5. Legislative Process 

Bills have to take a strict path: draft → committee hearings → markup → floor debate 
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→ conference committee → presidential action. Fewer than one in ten get through committee 

gatekeeping (Krutz et al.). The complex process ensures thoughtful consideration and 

discussion, separating bad ideas from good ones. Committees are the first major checkpoint, 

demonstrating the system’s deliberate and contemplative nature.  

Committee specialization enables 535 lawmakers to share workload and develop 

expertise, but also relinquishes agenda control to chairs (Oleszek). Policy quality is enhanced 

due to this division of labor, but at the expense of granting unprecedented power to committee 

leaders, who may determine which bills pass or are stalled. 

Party leaders, the Speaker, and majority and minority leaders and whips manage votes 

and control the calendar (Wilson et al.). These leaders schedule legislative action, discipline 

party members, and make voting conform to strategic goals, thus making legislative activity 

efficient. 

6. Checks & Balances 

The separation of powers impedes legislative domination. Nevertheless, Congress 

checks the other two branches through confirmations, ratification of treaties, oversight 

hearings, and, when necessary, impeachment (Krutz et al.). This suggests that Congress may 

be checked, but it is still a potent watchdog of the executive and judiciary branches. These 

processes are essential to maintain institutional balance and hold people accountable. 

Gridlock, while vexing, can be a constitutional virtue: “Success requires bargaining and ends 

in compromise” (Kernell et al.). By rendering the enactment of legislation difficult to achieve 

in haste, the system promotes bargaining and consensus-building, prerequisites of a stable 

democracy.  

7. Representation Principle  

How are lawmakers to represent the people? Political scientists outline delegate, 

trustee, and politico models of behavior. Descriptive representation, or the notion that 
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Congress must resemble the country it represents in terms of race, gender, and class, has 

increased since 1971 but is still not complete (Krutz et al.). Although functional roles differ, 

while some members heed public opinion, others act on their judgment, and calls for 

Congress to mirror the nation’s social diversity are a foremost democratic expectation. It is an 

ongoing democratic challenge to balance these ideals of representation. In practice, 

lawmakers have to grapple with lofty expectations: both to represent and to inspire their 

constituents. This tension marks the very character of representative democracy. 

Practice  

Representation Debate: Students role-play as legislators debating from the point of 

view of the various models of representation (delegate, trustee, politico) on a controversial 

issue. Students justify why they voted the way they did according to their model. 

Model Answers 

Representation Models Delegate View: “My constituents desire lower taxes, and I am 

obliged to vote that way, despite my own disagreement.” Trustee Perspective: “While the 

public demands instant tax reductions, in my opinion, long-term investment in infrastructure 

is more prudent.” Politico View: “I will follow my district’s desires on major issues but rely 

on my own judgment on complex or technical legislation.”  

Conclusion  

This lesson provided a thorough introduction to the U.S. Congress through its history, 

structure, powers, procedures, and guiding principles. We discovered why bicameralism was 

chosen as a compromise for the conflicting state interests and how that structure still 

influences lawmaking today. The lesson accentuated Congress’s fundamental legislative 

responsibilities, from bill proposals to the enactment of national policy, and reviewed the 

purposeful, often slow legislative process designed to guarantee reflective governance. We 

examined how Congress conducts its required checks on the other branches of government 
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and how its internal diversity represents, or sometimes fails to represent, the diversity of the 

American people. Finally, we touched briefly on theoretical models of representation and 

their real-world conflicts in governance. Not only does this shed light on the operation of 

American democracy, but it also provides insight into institutional design and democratic 

theory more generally applicable to other systems. 
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Lecture Five: U.S. Executive Branch 

Introduction 

This lesson offers a comprehensive look at the Executive Branch of the United States 

according to Article II of the United States Constitution. The American presidency is a 

resilient institution that, in addition to its constitutional definition, has been crafted throughout 

the centuries through history, precedent, and evolving interpretations. Article II, though brief 

relative to Congress under Article I, has been an evolving platform upon which the presidency 

emerged. 

The framers deliberately wrote a skeletal constitution of the executive office, assigning 

to a single president fixed terms of office and authority to “take Care that the Laws be 

faithfully executed.” They left much, though, in terms of operation to vagueness, relying on 

precedent, political prudence, and future amendments to further specify the office (Milkis and 

Nelson). 

This lesson addresses the president’s most significant powers and responsibilities, such 

as Commander in Chief, Chief Executive, and Chief Foreign Affairs Officer. It will also 

address appointment powers, the veto power, clemency, and the process of impeachment 

under the Constitution. 

Lesson Objectives 

 Define and describe the constitutional foundation and history of the American presidency 

defined in Article II. 

 Compare the fundamental powers and responsibilities of the executive branch with 

historical examples. 

 Evaluate the constraints of presidential power through checks and balances, notably from 

Congress and the judiciary. 
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Expected Outcomes 

After this lesson, students should be able to: 

 Accurately define the form and general functions of the U.S. Executive Branch. 

 Identify the most significant provisions of the Constitution in Article II and their relevance 

today. 

 Engage in informed discussions about the scope and limits of the presidency under the 

American system of government. 

Requirements 

 Print or digital copy of the U.S. Constitution (Article II focus). 

 Student worksheet of the most significant powers of the Executive Branch. 

Procedures 

 Warm-Up Activity (10 minutes): Accelerated pair-share: Students exchange prior 

knowledge or media images of presidential power. 

 Lecture (60 minutes): Overview of Article II. Motivations of the Framers and a brief detail. 

 Discussion (20 minutes) 

1. Overview of Article II 

The framers used Article II to outline, in fewer than 400 words, a single chief 

executive elected for fixed terms, empowered to “take Care that the Laws be faithfully 

executed.” They left many details open, betting that practice, precedent, and later amendments 

would flesh out the office (Milkis and Nelson). That skeletal design explains why presidential 

power has depended so heavily on the personality and times of each occupant. 

2. Commander-in-Chief 

Article II, §2 names the president “Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.” 

George Washington set the precedent that civilian presidents direct overall strategy while 

leaving field decisions to professional officers. Modern presidents, from Lincoln to Biden, 
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have interpreted this title broadly, ordering drones, cyber operations, and even covert raids 

(Pika, Maltese & Rudalevige). 

3. Executive Authority 

Beyond the military sphere, the “executive Power” clause lets the president supervise a 

vast administrative apparatus. Yet that power is limited by statutes, budgets, and courts. The 

best way to grasp the balance is to see the White House as both CEO of the federal 

bureaucracy and a co-equal negotiator with Congress (Nelson). 

4. Foreign Policy 

Treaty-making formally requires two-thirds of the Senate, but presidents since 

Franklin D. Roosevelt have shifted to “executive agreements,” allowing swifter diplomacy; 

over 90 percent of international compacts now bypass the treaty path (Milkis and Nelson). 

This evolution shows how the office adapts to global speed while staying, in theory, tethered 

to constitutional checks. 

5. Appointments 

Staffing the government is a shared function: the president nominates, the Senate 

advises and consents. Roughly 1,200 top jobs, from cabinet secretaries to ambassadorships, 

require confirmation; thousands more “Schedule C” posts do not. A president’s first-year 

appointments often reveal policy priorities long before legislation does (Pika et al.). 

6. Veto Power 

The veto, used over 2,500 times, lets a president reject a bill and force Congress to 

muster a two-thirds override. James Q. Wilson calls this “a bargaining chip, not a blunt 

weapon,” because presidents frequently threaten but rarely use it, extracting concessions 

instead (Wilson, DiIulio & Bose).  
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7. Pardons and Clemency 

Article II also grants “Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons” for federal offenses. 

This mercy tool has swung from healing (Washington’s Whiskey Rebels) to controversy 

(Clinton’s Marc Rich pardon) and remains virtually immune to judicial or congressional 

review (Crouch). 

8. Impeachment and Removal 

Presidents may be removed for “Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 

Misdemeanors.” Only three, Andrew Johnson, Bill Clinton, and Donald Trump (twice), have 

been impeached; none were convicted. Impeachment is ultimately a political, not legal, 

judgment (Milkis and Nelson).  

Practice 

Task: Students role-play the president, Congress, and judiciary to oppose a 

controversial executive action (e.g., a congressional-unauthorized attack).  

Objective: Examine the use of checks and balances and the Constitution. 

Model Answers 

The president may invoke national security necessity; Congress may use the War 

Powers Resolution. The judiciary will be forced to remain on the sidelines unless a lawsuit is 

brought. That is the way it usually is with the dynamic and at times imprecise nature of 

constitutional interpretation. 

Conclusion 

The American Executive Branch, modestly structured in Article II of the Constitution, 

has become the most powerful and strongest political entity in the world. The minimalist 

design by the framers promoted flexibility, allowing the office to adapt in response to the 

demands of a growing and evolving nation. Such flexibility, however, also resides at the 

genesis of presidential power to swing considerably with times, leadership style, and politics. 



31 
 

Students have weighed, in this lesson, the sources, powers, and limitations of the 

presidency against constitutional language, historical precedent, and scholarly opinion. The 

executive powers, as commander-in-chief, administrator, diplomat, and symbol of national 

identity, are restrained by responsibility and abuse potential. An understanding of these 

powers under constitutional democracy is central to understanding the overall system of 

American government. 
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Lecture Six: U.S. Judiciary System 

Introduction 

The judiciary plays a central role in the constitutional framework of the United States 

government. As a branch of government, the judiciary is tasked with interpreting laws, 

resolving disputes, and safeguarding constitutional liberties. Established under Article III of 

the Constitution and further structured by legislation such as the Judiciary Act of 1789, the 

judiciary is characterized by a dual-court system that is complicated, an independent bench, 

and wide discretionary authority.  

This lesson discusses six fundamental pillars that define and invigorate the American 

judiciary. Each part not only explains the institutional structure and legal procedures but also 

explores their political and historical evolution. Students will receive through this lesson both 

a descriptive and analytical appreciation of how justice is established and enforced in a 

federal, constitutional democracy.  

Lesson Objectives 

When the lesson is complete, students will be able to: 

1. Identify the most important components of the American system of justice. 

2. Describe the process and philosophy of judicial independence. 

3. Describe the way in which the judiciary operates in the system of checks and balances 

overall. 

Expected Outcomes   

Students will be able to:   

1. Describe the structure of and use of judicial power in the United States.   

2. Use knowledge of judicial processes to examine real or hypothetical cases.   

3. Analyze the ideas of federalism, judicial independence, and constitutional review. 
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Requirements 

 A copy of the U.S. Constitution (Article III, even online) 

 A printed copy of the lesson on the Moodle Platform. 

Procedures 

 Introduction and Warm-Up (10 min): Ask students what they know about the U.S. court 

system. Display a diagram of the dual court structure. 

 Lecture presentation (60 min): Present and explain the Dual Court System and the Three 

Levels of Federal Courts. Discuss Judicial Appointments and Judicial Review. Explain the 

“Commander of Cases” principle and how the Court determines its docket. 

 Group Discussion (20 min): Exchange content, list major points, and clarify doubts. 

1. Dual Court System 

Since 1789, Americans have lived with two parallel court networks, state and federal, 

each with its own trial, appellate, and high courts. The design weighs national power against 

local autonomy: roughly 90 percent of all cases stay in state venues, but any case involving a 

federal question may “cross over.” This redundancy permits individuals to appeal for a 

hearing in more than one forum and insulates minority voices from hostile local majorities 

(Krutz et al.). Not only does this institutional design reflect federalist principles, but it also 

provides legal flexibility and greater access to justice in different jurisdictions. 

2. Federal Courts: Three Levels 

Article III was fleshed out by Congress in the Judiciary Act of 1789, creating: 

1. 94 district trial courts. 

2. 13 Courts of Appeals to correct errors. 

3. One Supreme Court to review finally. 

Only about one hundred of the thousands of petitions filed each year reach the justices, 

indicating how selectively the hierarchy filters cases (Krutz et al.). This is how judicial 
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efficiency and selectivity are built into the system so that only nationally or constitutionally 

significant cases are heard at the highest level. 

3. Judges and Appointments 

Federal judges enjoy life tenure and full salary to insulate them from political 

influence. The president nominates, and the Senate confirms, after holding hearings that query 

legal philosophy and temperament. These safeguards reflect the founders’ premise that an 

independent bench is “essential to guarantee fairness” (Administrative Office of the 

U.S. Courts) while giving elected branches a voice in selection (Krutz et al.). 

4. Judicial Review 

Chief Justice John Marshall’s ruling in Marbury v. Madison (1803) stated that courts 

may nullify legislation or executive actions violating the Constitution, establishing the 

judiciary as a co-equal interpreter of national policy. Modern textbooks highlight that review 

now also applies to state and local actions, underscoring the Court’s chief role in U.S. checks 

and balances (Krutz et al.). Judicial review, therefore, not only compels constitutional 

adherence but also asserts the judiciary’s growing influence in federal-state relations and 

supervision of governance. 

5. Commander of Cases 

Unlike lower courts, the Supreme Court chooses its own agenda through discretionary 

writs of certiorari; it requires four votes to grant a petition under the “Rule of Four” 

(Krutz et al.). David M. O’Brien calls this agenda power the Court’s “first great political 

weapon,” explaining how justices sometimes delay landmark rulings, Brown v. Board was 

delayed during an election year, to preserve legitimacy. This technical process with the 

political dimension shows how case selection timing strategically sets the Court’s public 

credibility and authority. 
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6. ‘Checks and Balances’ Role  

The judiciary both checks and is checked. Congress may alter jurisdiction, impeach 

judges, and set budgets; the president enforces (or sometimes ignores) rulings; yet courts can 

strike down statutes or executive orders. Because judges lack “the sword or the purse,” their 

authority ultimately rests on public acceptance of reasoned decisions (Krutz et al.). 

Practice 

Why is the dual court system a reflection of American federalism, and in what respects 

is it beneficial to individual litigants? 

Model Answer 

The dual court system mirrors the federal nature of the United States in that it allows 

both state and federal courts to coexist independently of one another, with concurrent 

jurisdiction over some issues. Such an arrangement ensures that state sovereignty will be 

respected while federal power will be exercised where necessary. It benefits people in that it 

allows them to appeal or move cases from one jurisdiction to another, especially where 

constitutional rights are at stake or relief from local bias is sought. 

Conclusion 

To understand the U.S. judiciary is to do more than memorize courts and procedures; 

it is to develop an understanding of how law, politics, and history converge in a constitutional 

order. The American judiciary operates in an expressly complex system: a dual court system 

mirroring federalist ideals, multilevel appellate systems ensuring procedural justice, life-

tenured judges that foster independence, and constitutional review mechanisms that provide 

the courts the power to curb governmental excess. Furthermore, the discretionary authority of 

the Supreme Court illustrates its unique role in shaping national identity and public policy. 

Finally, within a broader system of checks and balances, the judiciary exercises both authority 

and humility, imposing judgment, not arms or money.  
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Lecture Seven: Political Parties 

Introduction 

Political parties have shaped American politics for centuries since the United States 

was established. In the 1790s, Alexander Hamilton and the Federalists fought for a strong 

national government, while Thomas Jefferson and Democratic-Republicans wanted more 

power for local governments. This struggle energized the country’s first party system. 

Scholars have identified six general “party systems” throughout history, for instance, the 

Jacksonian Democrats, the Civil War party system, and the New Deal era. The Republican 

and Democratic parties of today are dominant, shaped by winner-takes-all legislation and 

single-member districts. 

American parties are decentralized, and national committees (like the DNC and RNC) 

coordinate fundraising and messaging, but state parties and candidates are relatively 

independent. America’s mature democracy is characterized by extreme partisan polarization. 

Democrats and Republicans have drifted very far apart since the 1990s, and there is not a lot 

of ideological middle ground. 

This lesson gives students a brief historical overview and a structural map of party 

organization in America. 

Lesson Objectives 

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to: 

 Summarize the origins and major periods of U.S. party development. 

 Trace from national to local American party structure. 

 Analytically assess current trends like polarization and third-party attempts. 

Expected Outcomes 

Students will: 
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 Map at least four U.S. political party systems (e.g., First Party System, Fourth, New Deal, 

Contemporary). 

 Describe how the DNC/RNC, state parties, and primaries fit into the picture. 

 Discuss whether third parties can break the two-party system and what polarization 

portends for democracy.  

Requirements 

A hard copy of the lesson from the Moodle Platform. 

Procedures 

 Warm-up (10 min): Poll: “Which political party is the oldest still active today?” Briefly 

discuss student responses. 

 Lecture (60 min): 

a. Origins & Party Systems: Discuss Federalists vs. Democratic-Republicans, and present the 

six-party system typology. 

b. Party Structure: Describe how national committees, states, and local units coordinate, 

especially during primaries. 

c. Party Functions: Discuss how parties nominate candidates, run campaigns, and make laws. 

d. Current Trends: Discuss polarization, Democratic and Republican monopoly, and why third 

parties cannot compete. 

 Discussion (20 min): Students debate in small groups: “Could a third party be successful in 

today’s U.S. system?” 

1. Historical Overview 

Political parties in America started nearly as early as the Republic itself had been 

established. The first two parties were the Federalists and the Democratic Republicans, whose 

formation was based on a disagreement between Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson 

regarding the employment of federal authority. Hamilton advocated a strong central 
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administration; Jefferson advocated local self-government (White & Kerbel). This division 

“set the pattern for American democracy” and has influenced current party identity. 

In addition, the United States has experienced several “party systems,” each lasting a 

few decades and corresponding to ideological, social coalition, and leadership shifts (Hershey 

& Burmila). Some of these include systems like the Jacksonian Democrats, Civil War era, 

New Deal Coalition, and today’s highly polarized two-party system. 

2. Party Organization 

American parties are highly decentralized. National committees, including the 

Democratic National Committee (DNC) and the Republican National Committee (RNC), 

direct campaigns and fundraising but have no control over anything regarding candidates 

within the fifty different state systems. Decentralized party control: states stand alone, local 

units control turnout, primary elections, typically open to all registered voters, undercut 

central control (Hershey & Burmila). This model suggests that U.S. parties are “labels” and 

not hierarchical organizations. 

3. Party functions 

The three fundamental functions of political parties are: 

1. Nominating candidates: Parties conduct primaries and conventions to select 

nominees for public office (White & Kerbel). 

2. Conducting elections and voting: Parties run campaigns, establish platforms, and 

encourage citizen participation (Hershey & Burmila). 

3. Governing and policymaking: During their tenure in power, elected party 

representatives act in unison to pass legislation and accomplish shared agendas (Mayhew, qtd. 

in Hershey & Burmila). 

Such activities enable parties to transform individual interests into collective action 

and act as transitional bridges between people and the government (White & Kerbel). 
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4. Examples and Trends 

Two-Party Dominance 

Two large parties dominate the U.S.: Democrats (formed in the early 19th century) and 

Republicans (formed in 1854 to counter slavery) (White & Kerbel). These are paired with 

electoral systems like single-member districts and winner-take-all elections, which suppress 

third-party victories (Hershey & Burmila). 

Ideological Realignment 

Party allegiances change. Post-1964 realignments placed Democrats on liberal policy 

and Republicans on conservative localism, a repeat of the Hamilton-Jefferson dichotomy 

recreated for modern times (White & Kerbel). 

Modern Polarization 

Increased ideological sorting: voters more strongly identify with party label, increasing 

policy divergence and political intensity (Hershey & Burmila). Data showed members of 

Congress were more ideologically similar than members in previous decades. 

Practice 

Timeline Activity: Place the following events under the respective party systems with 

brief descriptions: 

a) The New Deal coalition (1932–1968) 

b) The Southern realignment (1960s–1990s) 

c) Polarization since 1994 

Model Answers 

Timeline Example: 

New Deal coalition: Part of the Fifth Party System (1932–1968), locked in place by 

FDR’s coalition of progressives, minorities, and labor that realigned American politics. 
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Southern realignment: In the Sixth Party System (1960s–1990s), white Southern voters 

became Republican in large numbers because of civil rights activism.  

Post-1994 polarization: Starting with the Contract with America and speeding up 

national ideology sorting, this is the period of intense partisan divisions today. 

Conclusion 

The American political parties started as responses to underlying conflicts regarding 

federal power and evolved through historic realignments founded on social, economic, and 

cultural change. They remain at the center of how democracy works, organizing elections, 

mobilizing voters, and guiding governance. The decentralized party organization in the United 

States makes room for grassroots movements, but also means there is less coordination at the 

national level. The combination of high polarization and institutional barriers makes new 

parties emerge, though the ongoing debate about reform shows that the system is still 

dynamic. Studying the history and structure of American parties enables us to better examine 

political trends today and where they will head in the future. 
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Lecture Eight: Elections and Campaigns 

Introduction 

This lesson offers an extensive, chronological account of the history, structure, and 

significance of American elections. The lesson discusses the campaign process, including 

strategy, media and message building, fundraising (PACs and Super PACs), and grassroots 

voter mobilization. The democratic meaning of elections with emphasis on representation, 

civic duty, policy-making, peaceful change of power, and transition towards universal 

suffrage is touched upon. 

Lesson Objectives   

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to:   

• Explain how American voter turnout and the two-party system have developed over time.   

• Describe key parts of U.S. elections, including primaries, general elections, and the Electoral 

College.   

• Evaluate how campaign finance, campaign strategy, communication, and voter mobilization 

affect election results.   

Expected Outcomes   

Students will be able to:   

• Identify major milestones and reforms in history, such as the 15th, 19th, and 26th 

Amendments, and Jacksonian expansion.   

• Outline the sequence of events from candidate nomination to the election day results.   

• Compare campaign strategy and fundraising today with those from the past. 

Requirements 

 Pre-reading on suffrage history of the U.S. and the Constitution. 

 Up-to-date campaign finance materials (e.g., FEC fact sheets). 

 Handout downloaded from the Moodle Platform. 
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Procedures 

 Warm-Up (10 min): Establish context using questions and historical prompts. 

 Lecture (60 minutes): Guided through four general sections: history, process, campaign 

dynamics, and democratic importance. 

 Discussion (20 minutes): Continue with assigned questions, encouraging thought and 

discussion of current electoral challenges. 

1. Historical Overview 

American elections began in the 1780s, according to the Constitution (1787). White 

male property owners were the only ones who voted at first, and presidential electors were 

chosen by legislatures or elite classes (White). The two-party system emerged quickly, 

Federalists v. Jeffersonian Republicans, on the basis of political, economic, and regional 

cleavages. 

2. The Election Process 

U.S. elections happen at different levels: federal, state, and local.  

• Primaries and caucuses reduce the number of candidates for both parties.  

• General elections take place on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November. Voters 

decide on offices such as the President, Congress, governors, state legislatures, and local 

politicians.  

• The President is elected using the Electoral College: electors equal to each state’s 

congressional delegation. Most states award these by “winner-takes-all” popular vote 

(Popkin). 

Campaign financing is closely regulated at the federal level by federal law and the 

Federal Election Campaign Act. The Federal Election Commission (FEC) oversees this. The 

FEC publishes a “Campaign Guide for Congressional Candidates” that outlines limits, 

disclosure requirements, and reporting rules (FEC, 2021). 
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3. Campaign Dynamics 

Campaigns are a mix of strategy, communications, fundraising, and grass-roots 

mobilization. 

• Strategy is actually a question of getting a candidate’s message before target voters: 

incumbents to assert their records, challengers to pledge change, and successors to pledge 

continuity (Popkin). 

• They use tools like TV, internet ads, surveys, and focus groups for communication. The 

classic book, Campaign Craft, explains how campaigns test messages on trial audiences and 

make adjustments (Shea & Burton).  

• Fundraising collects money from citizens, PACs, and sometimes public funds during 

presidential primaries and general elections, following the legal limits set by the FEC (FEC 

Guide). 

• Grassroots tactics form the backbone of Get Out The Vote (GOTV), including door-to-door 

canvassing, telephone calling, and volunteer targeting (Shea & Burton). 

4. Significance of Elections 

Elections play four important roles in contributing to American democracy: 

1. Representation: They allow citizens to choose leaders and hold them accountable. 

2. Participation: Voter engagement further enhances civic culture and legitimacy. 

3. Policy Direction: The results shape government agendas via responsive leaders. 

4. Stability and Change: Elections allow peaceful transfers of power and reaction to new 

issues (Edsall & Thomson). 

The cyclical ritual of debates and election season also contributes to national dialogue 

and inclusiveness, even though over its history, struggles for the right to vote of women, 

racial minorities, and younger citizens have remade and reshaped the system (White). 
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Practice 

Campaign Plan Application: “Choose a candidate role and develop a mini-plan to 

respond to: fundraising, messaging, and GOTV strategy.” 

Model Answers 

Example Campaign Plan: 

Candidate: Challenger in a mid-sized state. 

Fundraising: Use individual and PAC donations, follow FECA restrictions, report to FEC 

Messaging: Stand on local economy, highlight over incumbent record; pretest ad in focus 

groups, employ television and targeted online contact. 

GOTV: Use volunteers in target precincts, door-to-door, phone banks, and election day social 

media reminders. 

Conclusion 

This lesson charted the evolution of American elections from limited suffrage to 

representative democracy. We followed the sequential procedural structures, primaries, 

general elections, and the Electoral College, and examined the strategic sides of campaigning: 

fundraising under FECA/FEC regulations, media approach, and mobilizing voters.  

Observing the interplay of historic heritage, legal context, campaign strategies, and 

democratic ideals in operation equips students to critically analyze current election trends and 

suggested reforms, including finance disclosure, online campaigns, and voter access and 

equity. 
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Lecture Nine: Interest Groups 

Introduction 

Interest groups are organized around the heart of contemporary democratic 

government, well-structured aggregates of individuals or organizations that attempt to affect 

public decisions and policies. Throughout this seminar, we examine the theoretical 

foundation, typologies, method of operation, and normative controversies of interest groups in 

America. Beginning with a brief definition, then examining the wide categories of groups, 

ranging from corporations and trade associations to public-interest and identity movements, 

and observing how they acquire access and influence policy through lobbying, electoral 

participation, litigation, and grassroots mobilization. Next, we will look at the democratic 

dividends as well as the critics of disparate access, dark money, and revolving-door policies.  

Lesson Objectives 

 Develop a clear definition of interest groups and cite the First Amendment basis of 

organized lobbying. 

 Compare and contrast the principal forms of interest groups and explain emerging identity 

politics movements. 

 Evaluate the key roles and tactics of interest groups and critically evaluate the democratic 

implications of resource imbalances and black box money. 

Expected Outcomes 

At the end of the lesson, students will be able to: 

 Define “interest group” in their own words and refer to constitutional origins. 

 Identify and categorize various types of interest organizations and provide contemporary 

examples. 

 Examine a case of lobbying or a situation study, detailing strategies used and democratic 

concerns invoked. 
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Requirements 

A Handout downloaded from the Moodle Platform. 

Procedures 

 Warm-Up (10 min): Prompt: “Name an organization you know that lobbies the 

government. What issues do they champion and why?” (Students share in pairs; brief debrief.) 

 Lecture (60 min): Definition & Constitutional Roots, Types of Interest Groups, Functions 

& Tactics. 

 Discussion (20 min) 

1. Definition of Interest Groups 

An interest group is “an organized aggregation of people sharing the same interest,” 

too narrow in membership to win office itself but powerful enough to lobby those who do 

(Holyoke). The term embraces far more than mass-membership bodies such as the AARP; 

businesses, professional societies, and even social-media-based movements also qualify if 

they pursue policy influence (Nownes). The First Amendment roots of group petitioning, 

making organized advocacy a constitutionally protected activity, are thus stressed (Holyoke).  

2. Types of Interest Groups 

Scholars commonly sort groups into four broad families: Trade and professional 

associations, corporations, citizen/public-interest groups, and government or state-local bodies 

(Holyoke). This might be refined by distinguishing membership versus non-membership 

organizations and by noting the proliferation of identity-based advocacy (e.g., Black Lives 

Matter networks) in the twenty-first century (Nownes). The explosive rise of corporate 

lobbying after the 1970s shows that 95 of the top 100 spending organizations now represent 

business (Drutman).  

3. Functions and Tactics 

Interest groups perform three core functions: representation, information, and 
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mobilization. Direct lobbying, the “provision of information” to legislators or bureaucrats, is 

the classic route (Nownes). Holyoke’s strategic model shows lobbyists balancing pressures 

from members and policymakers and choosing tools such as testimony, coalition building, or 

amicus briefs accordingly (Holyoke). Beyond Capitol Hill, groups engage in electoral 

activities (PAC donations, endorsements) and outside tactics like protests and social-media 

campaigns (Nownes). Litigation, especially before the Supreme Court, gives organized 

interests yet another venue to pursue policy change (Holyoke).  

4. Significance and Criticism 

Classical pluralists see groups as a “normal and healthy” way of channeling diverse 

opinions into governance (Nownes). Yet even pluralists concede an upper-class accent: 

resource-rich lobbies out-shout weaker constituencies (Holyoke). Drutman warns that the 

growth of business lobbying hardens the policy status quo and shifts expertise from Congress 

to K Street (Drutman). The editors of Interest Group Politics likewise trace rising “dark 

money,” unequal access, and revolving-door personnel as challenges to democratic 

accountability (Cigler, Loomis, & Nownes). Critics, therefore, push for disclosure laws, 

revolving-door limits, or public financing, whereas defenders counter that organized advocacy 

is simply democracy in action. The debate endures, and so does the interest-group system. 

Practice 

Short‐Answer Prompt: Define an interest group and explain why the First Amendment 

protects their activity. 

Model Answers 

Definition & Constitutional Basis: An interest group is an organized group of 

individuals or organizations seeking to influence public policy without running for office. The 

First Amendment protects the right to petition the government, hence making organizational 

advocacy and collective petitioning constitutionally protected. 
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Conclusion 

Interest groups play crucial roles in democratic government by articulating specialized 

interests, bringing policy expertise, and mobilizing constituents. However, well-funded 

corporate lobbies and proliferation of untransparent funds pose very serious challenges to 

equity in policy outcomes and democratic legitimacy. A balanced appreciation recognizes the 

pluralist virtues of institutionalized advocacy and the necessity of safeguards, transparency 

techniques, revolving-door prohibitions, and public financing to ensure that the marketplace 

of ideas remains open and fair. By close analysis of these processes, students come to possess 

a sophisticated understanding of how interest groups shape policymaking in complex, modern 

democracies. 
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Lecture Ten: U.S. Foreign Policy 

Introduction 

This 1lesson offers a deep dive into the guiding logic, tools, and historical evolution of 

U.S. foreign policy. It starts by framing America’s overarching goals, often summarized as 

the “four Ps” (Power, Peace, Prosperity, Principles), and then explores how constitutional 

structures, bureaucratic institutions, and extra-governmental actors translate those aims into 

action. Moving chronologically, four folkways of debate (Hamiltonian, Jeffersonian, 

Jacksonian, Wilsonian) and key twentieth-century doctrines (Wilsonian internationalism, 

Cold War containment, the post-1991 “unipolar moment,” and today’s call for “smart power”) 

are traced. Finally, the lesson ends up by confronting pressing contemporary issues, China’s 

rise, cyber and climate threats, Middle East conflicts, and domestic polarization, and assesses 

how pluralistic debate and constitutional flexibility continue to shape adaptive responses. 

Lesson Objectives 

 Define and illustrate the “four Ps” of U.S. foreign policy: Power, Peace, Prosperity, and 

Principles. 

 Explain the constitutional division of power and the functions of the most significant 

institutions in policy development and execution. 

 Explain how the principal historical doctrines and folkways have shaped U.S. grand 

strategy. 

Expected Outcomes 

By the end of this session, students will be able to: 

 Define the four Ps and utilize them to analyze a foreign policy decision in the world. 

 Describe the policymaking process in agencies and branches, where and how interest 

groups or checks and balances affect outcomes. 

 Contrast two earlier strategies (e.g., containment with Wilsonian internationalism) in terms 
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of ends and means. 

Requirements 

 Reading excerpt (pre-distributed) from Jentleson on “four Ps” and from Mead on folkways 

 A handout downloaded from the Moodle Platform.  

Procedures 

 Warm-up (15 min): Define each term in the four P’s collaboratively. 

 Lecture (60 min) 

 Discussion (15min): In small groups, students debate trade-offs (e.g., security vs. liberal 

values) and report back. 

1. Objectives and Goals of U.S. Foreign Policy 

American scholars often summarize Washington’s aims as the “four Ps”: Power 

(national security), Peace (a stable international order), Prosperity (open markets), and 

Principles (the spread of liberal values) (Jentleson). These goals reflect a persistent belief in 

American exceptionalism that has shaped every administration since 1945 (Hook & Spanier). 

In addition, many scholars argue that U.S. grand strategy seeks not hegemony for its own 

sake, but “a favorable balance of power that secures liberty at home” (Nau). Thus, when 

presidents debate issues from NATO enlargement to pandemic relief, they weigh each 

proposal against these overlapping priorities. 

2. Instruments and Institutions 

The Constitution divides authority between Congress (treaties, budgets) and the 

President (commander-in-chief, diplomacy), creating an arena where domestic politics 

constantly shape external action (Hook & Spanier). Key bureaucratic players include the State 

Department for negotiation, the Department of Defense for coercive power, the National 

Security Council for coordination, and specialized agencies such as USAID and USTR for 

development and trade (Jentleson). Beyond government, Congress’s oversight, interest-group 
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lobbying, and an active media environment mean that even military interventions must pass a 

“pluralist veto” (Nau). Economic tools, tariffs, sanctions, foreign aid, and intangible assets 

such as cultural “soft power” (Nye) round out America’s foreign policy arsenal.  

3. Historical Approaches 

From the Republic’s birth to the 1890s, U.S. leaders mixed isolation from Old-World 

alliances with energetic continental expansion (Herring). Walter Russell Mead identifies four 

folkways, Hamiltonian (commerce), Jeffersonian (liberty at home), Jacksonian (honor and 

force), and Wilsonian (missionary liberalism), that have competed and combined ever since 

(Mead). The twentieth century layered new doctrines onto these traditions: Wilsonian 

internationalism in 1917, containment during the Cold War, and a “unipolar moment” after 

1991 when the U.S. briefly enjoyed unrivaled primacy (Preston). Each phase re-weighted the 

four Ps but never abandoned them altogether. 

4. Contemporary Issues 

Today, policymakers confront a crowded agenda: the strategic rivalry with China, 

trans-national threats such as cyber-intrusions and climate change, regional conflicts in the 

Middle East, and debates over the costs of global leadership (Jentleson). Analysts warn that 

simply wielding hard power is insufficient; the United States must practice “smart power,” 

blending military strength with alliances and attraction (Nye). Domestic polarization further 

complicates diplomacy, as congressional gridlock delays treaties and funding 

(Hook & Spanier). Nevertheless, the same constitutional flexibility and pluralistic debate that 

once produced Marshall Plan aid or NAFTA continue to generate adaptive responses to new 

realities (Herring). 
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Practice 

Strategy Comparison: Split into pairs. One student outlines a Wilsonian 

internationalist response to a pandemic; the other outlines a Jeffersonian response. Then 

compare tools, goals, and likely outcomes. 

Model Answers 

Strategy Comparison 

Wilsonian: Promote global health cooperation, fund WHO initiatives, link aid to democratic 

governance, and use diplomatic channels to build multilateral coalitions. 

Jeffersonian: Prioritize domestic welfare, limit overseas commitments, offer voluntary 

private-sector assistance, and emphasize non-entanglement in supranational obligations. 

Conclusion 

This lesson has unpacked the intellectual architecture and real-world mechanics of 

U.S. foreign policy. The “four Ps” offer a mnemonic for assessing any initiative’s goals; the 

constitutional division of power and the “pluralist veto” of interest groups remind us that even 

the most urgent missions require negotiation at home; and the storied lineage, from 

isolationist upbringings to Wilsonian dreams, Cold War pragmatism, and unipolar confidence, 

teaches that strategy is never fixed. Facing twenty-first-century challenges, American 

policymakers must craft “smart power” responses that blend hard instruments with soft 

attraction, drawing on a pluralistic and adaptable system that has endured since the nation’s 

founding. 
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Lecture Eleven: Media and Politics 

Introduction 

This lesson takes into account the development, history, and present applicability of 

the American media for news within the political process. It traces out how the First 

Amendment promise of a free press brought on partisan pamphlets throughout the early 

period, developed into industrial print and network broadcast “gatekeepers,” and eventually 

ended up as today’s customized, digitally mediated info environment. Students will be 

proficient in robust theory concepts, civic knowledge, watchdog journalism, agenda-setting, 

framing, and social integration/division, and examine hallmark trends such as cable-news 

polarization, digital disinformation, entertainment politics, and the local news crisis. Students 

will understand both historical roots and contemporary challenges at the conclusion of the 

session, and will have the skills to critically analyze media messages and their effects on 

democratic deliberation.  

Lesson Objectives 

 Explain the historical development of the American news media from partisan pamphlets 

to the current digital media. 

 Explain the five large-scale functions of the press and their theoretical foundations. 

 Evaluate today’s issues and suggest means of promoting media literacy and rejuvenating 

local news. 

Expected Outcomes 

Upon completing this lesson, students will be able to: 

 Explain the influence of the First Amendment on media in early America and detail how 

technological advancements have changed gatekeeping roles. 

 Implement theories such as agenda‑setting and framing in real news articles, demonstrating 

important media analysis ability. 



57 
 

 Create two evidence-based suggestions to avert polarization and misinformation brought 

about by the media. 

Requirements 

A handout downloaded from the Moodle Platform.  

Procedures  

 Warm-Up (10 min): Rapid poll: "What news source do you trust most, and why?"/ Brief 

discussion to provoke preconceptions about media bias. 

 Lecture (60 min) 

 Discussion (20 min) 

1. Background 

As the First Amendment linked freedom of the press to self-government, American 

news media were partisan and small pamphlets. Industrial printing and, later, network 

broadcasting created across-the-board “gatekeepers” who could determine a common civic 

agenda (Graber and Dunaway). Cable and digital technologies dissected audiences by the late 

20th century, however, and enabled politicians to “go public” through targeted channels rather 

than haggling secretly through institutions (Iyengar). That radical change set the stage for this 

era’s polarized and personalized information environment (Hall). 

2. Functions of Media 

Informing Citizens: A key “civic informative function” provides information voters 

need (Graber and Dunaway). 

Watchdog: American press maintains a responsibility to "bite" when authority abuses 

trust, a norm Hall traces to Watergate and Vietnam reporting (Hall). 

Agenda Setting: Producers and editors decide which topics become national issues, 

affirming Bennett’s concept of “information bias” in news rituals (Bennett). 

Framing & Persuasion: How a narrative is presented can have more influence on 
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opinion than the facts themselves (Iyengar). 

Social Integration or Division: Specialist outlets now promote “identity journalism,” 

amplifying partisan signals and cultural grievance (Hall). 

3. Significant Examples and Trends 

Cable news Polarization: Fox News and MSNBC illustrate how commercially 

motivated branding integrates ideology with audience engagement, widening affective gaps 

(Hall). 

Digital Misinformation: Rumors spread faster than refutations under COVID-19, and 

scholars refer to disinformation as “the central press challenge of our time” (Graber and 

Dunaway). 

Entertainment Politics: Photos on Reality TV can bootstrap election legitimacy 

(Iyengar). 

Concentration of Media & News Deserts: Hedge fund buys drain local reporting 

capital, creating “information vacuums” harming democratic accountability (Graber and 

Dunaway) 

4. Relevance Today 

As audiences self-sort outlets, Americans are living in “separate realities” more and 

more, making deliberation challenging (Hall). Scholars identify two remedies. First, 

strengthen local journalism and increase diversity of ownership to reconstitute community 

watchdogs (Graber and Dunaway; Hall). Second, deploy media literacy courses that teach 

citizens how to challenge framing, verify sources, and resist emotional manipulation (Graber 

and Dunaway; Iyengar). Being proficient in these skills is essential for voters in general, but 

especially so for ESL learners who must master linguistic as well as political complexity 

within a splintered U.S. media-scape. 
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Practice  

Write a one-paragraph media-literacy tip for ESL students explaining how to verify 

the origin of the news and detect emotional manipulation. 

Model Answers 

To confirm if a website is trustworthy, look for an "About Us" page with the mission 

statement of the company and its management. Validate facts in the article against two other 

trusted sources (e.g., top newspapers or scholarly journals). If the article relies on unnamed 

experts or headlines, break off and look for official reports or quotes verbatim to confirm 

facts. 

Conclusion 

This lesson attempts to guide students along the trajectory of American news media, 

from early partisan pamphleteering in the guise of the First Amendment to the current 

fractured, personalized digital terrain. Central media roles (instructing the public, checking 

power, setting agendas, framing, and unifying or dividing society) are observed. How cable 

polarization, online misinformation, and the decline of local news pose overarching 

challenges are tackled, too. Above all, straight-to-the-point solutions as the support of 

community-based reporting and the education of media-literacy abilities for citizens, 

especially ESL students, to bridge “separate realities” were suggested. With a mastery of 

these concepts and practices, students will be better equipped to critically evaluate news, 

participate democratically in the public discourse, and foster a more informed public sphere. 
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Lecture Twelve: Art and Politics 

Introduction 

This lesson examines the dynamic, century-long interaction of politics and art in 

America from the Revolutionary era to the present. The lesson begins by following early 

“persuasive continuum” images from Paul Revere’s iconic Boston Massacre engraving to 

abolitionist lithographs of the nineteenth century, and how Cold War cultural diplomacy 

transformed museums and traveling shows into “soft power” weapons. By the conclusion of 

the lesson, students will know how visual culture is created and recreated by statecraft and 

social movements and be able to understand political art in its global and historical contexts. 

Lesson Objectives 

 Define key terms such as “soft power,” “propaganda art,” and “culture jamming.” 

 Analyze specific artworks or campaigns to identify their modes of persuasion. 

 Situate U.S. political art practices in larger transnational movements. 

Expected Outcomes 

Students are to be tested for learning via: 

 Brief analysis of a political art assigned. 

 Participation in a guided discussion of comparing two media (e.g., mural and poster). 

 Explanations of the history of visual campaigns from the 18th century to the present time. 

Requirements 

 Print copies showing chronology of major U.S. political artworks (Revere engraving, 

Emory Douglas cartoons, BLM murals). 

 Handout printed from the Moodle Platform. 

Procedures 

 Warm-up (10 min): Quick-write: “Name one image that shaped your political views.” 

Share aloud. 
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 Lecture (60 min)  

 Discussion (20 min): Small groups compare two examples (e.g., a suffrage poster vs. a 

BLM mural). Groups list persuasive techniques and report back. 

1. Background 

American political culture was born image-rich: Paul Revere’s 1770 Boston Massacre 

engraving linked grievance to mobilization, while nineteenth-century lithographs spread 

abolitionist iconography. Scholars describe this as an early “persuasive continuum” between 

art and statecraft (Jowett and O’Donnell). By the mid-twentieth century, Cold-War spending 

on museums and traveling shows turned culture into “soft-power infrastructure” (Staal). 

2. Art as Activism 

Lauren O’Neill-Butler documents how U.S. artists “have long battled injustices, 

believing that art can do more” (O’Neill-Butler). Ken Grossinger adds that a George Floyd 

mural or a Standing Rock projection can catalyze coalitions because art “shapes the strategies 

we need for lasting social change” (Grossinger). T. V. Reed shows continuity: freedom-song 

culture of the 1960s flows forward into Occupy street puppetry and BLM rap videos, all using 

aesthetics to claim public space (Reed). 

3. Propaganda vs. Critique 

Jonas Staal argues that propaganda art “does not merely make a political point; it aims 

to construct reality itself” (Staal). In liberal democracies, critical counter-images, 

Shepard Fairey’s 2008 HOPE poster or culture-jamming billboards, contest that construction 

by “exposing the performance of power” (Staal). Jowett and O’Donnell caution that 

persuasion slides toward manipulation when imagery suppresses deliberation rather than 

inviting it (Jowett and O’Donnell). 

4. Political Cartoons 

Reed devotes an entire chapter to “Dramatic Resistance,” tracing how Black Panther 
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Minister of Culture Emory Douglas blended wood-cut aesthetics with newsprint urgency to 

lampoon police brutality (Reed). Jessica Lack extends the lineage, noting that humor and 

satire remain “weapons for refusing the status quo,” whether in Doonesbury’s Vietnam strips 

or Instagram memes that critique voter suppression (Lack). 

5. Posters and Visual Campaigns 

Lack shows how poster art condenses “complex struggles into portable icons,” from 

Emory Douglas’s clenched-fist silhouettes to the suffrage movement’s purple-and-gold design 

system (Lack). Grossinger details contemporary equivalents: QR-coded wheat-pastes that link 

passers-by to voter-registration platforms (Grossinger). Both authors stress design literacy: 

effective campaigns blend typography, color psychology, and distribution networks to 

democratize political speech. 

6. Murals and Public Art 

Murals transform whole walls into civics textbooks. James Prigoff and Robin Dunitz 

map a “mural timeline of key historical events” in African-American neighborhoods, linking 

visual narratives to local empowerment (Prigoff and Dunitz). Failures, too, teach lessons: 

Cartiere and Schrag analyze how the Percent-for-Art statute sometimes yields “epic failures” 

when community dialogue is absent (Cartiere and Schrag). Mara Polgovsky Ezcurra’s 

comparative study of anti-monuments in Mexico reminds U.S. practitioners that collective 

authorship can redefine what “public” means (Polgovsky Ezcurra). 

7. International Context and Contemporary Relevance 

Ben Davis argues that U.S. artists now operate in an “after-culture” where capitalist 

crisis, climate catastrophe, and digital disinformation demand transnational solidarity 

(Davis preface). Staal similarly sees Occupy-inspired networks forging “emancipatory 

propaganda” across borders (Staal). In practice, Grossinger notes, U.S. organizers borrow 

song forms from South Africa and projection tactics from European rights groups, proving 
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that political art is a global conversation (Grossinger 7). 

Practice 

Comparative Chart (Pairs): On a two-column chart, compare a Cold War exhibition 

poster with a contemporary digital campaign (e.g., QR-coded wheat-paste art). Note 

continuities and changes in medium, distribution, and intended effect. 

Model Answers 

Comparative Chart 

Aspect Cold War Museum Poster QR‑Coded Wheat‑Paste 

Campaign 

Medium Lithograph in institutional 

spaces 

Street-level paste-up 

available through QR 

Distribution Museum tours, diplomatic 

events 

Urban neighborhoods, social 

media sharing 

Visual Language Formal typography, curated 

image 

Guerrilla aesthetics, direct 

URL link 

Intended Effect Foster national pride and 

cultural prestige 

Engage citizens immediately 

online 

 

Conclusion  

Throughout American history, art has represented power and also persuaded, 

organized, and resisted. From Paul Revere’s engravings to George Floyd’s murals, artists 

have long seen public space as a political arena. Examining these visual strategies over time 

shows how images create realities, spark thought, and build global connections. With digital 

technologies extending the reach of their work, today’s activists draw on centuries of 

discourse. This reminds us that each poster, cartoon, and mural is an ongoing act of 

citizenship. 
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Lecture Thirteen: Cinema and Politics 

Introduction 

American films have long shaped and been shaped by politics. In the 1920s, studio 

leaders like Louis B. Mayer advised campaign teams on how to look good on camera. Movies 

such as Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939) taught viewers about government and showed 

how to spot corruption. During World War II, the U.S. government’s Office of War 

Information worked with studios to make newsreels and approved scripts. After the war, some 

films pushed official messages while others spoke out against power. The lesson, therefore, 

divides content into six logically ordered titles that mirror this historical arc. 

Lesson Objectives 

 Learn and explain five basic terms (propaganda, critique, blacklist, conspiracy, soft 

power). 

 Describe how major events (WWII, McCarthyism, Watergate) influenced films. 

 Compare American films made for persuasion with those made to question authority. 

Expected Outcomes 

Students will be able to: 

 Name at least two films that served as propaganda and two that served as critique. 

 Analyze a short film clip and explain its political message. 

Requirements 

 Watch recommended movies before the session. 

 Handout printed from the Moodle Platform. 

Procedures  

 Warm‑up (10 min): List movies that changed your view of politics. Discuss briefly. 

 Lecture (60 min) 
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 Discussion (20 min): Small groups answer: “Can a film be both propaganda and critique?” 

Share with the class. 

1. Background 

The United States was the first nation to industrialize film production at scale, and 

politicians quickly noticed its agenda-setting potential. By the 1920s, studio publicity chiefs 

such as Louis B. Mayer were already advising party operatives on lighting, crowd shots, and 

“star aura,” habits that were later called “the Hollywood style of campaigning” (Brownell). 

Ian Scott shows that feature films simultaneously educated audiences about the presidency 

itself, think of Frank Capra’s Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939), and provided a 

vocabulary for criticizing corruption (Scott). During World War II, Washington formalized 

the partnership: studios donated newsreel space while the Office of War Information vetted 

scripts, a relationship later studied in Tony Shaw’s chapter “The Hollywood Dream Machine 

Goes to War” (Shaw). 

2. Film as Propaganda vs. Critique 

Scholars define propaganda as communication designed “to shape perceptions toward 

a predetermined end,” whereas critique invites viewers to question those ends 

(Aufderheide Documentary). Hollywood has done both. Thomas Doherty documents how 

pre-war studios trimmed overt references to Nazism to protect European revenue (Doherty), 

yet simultaneously smuggled democratic values into period dramas. Cold-War thrillers such 

as Fail-Safe (1964) later exposed nuclear anxiety, blurring entertainment and policy 

persuasion; Denise Youngblood and Tony Shaw count the film among ten case-studies where 

“deterrence and dissent” coexist (Shaw & Youngblood). Thus, American cinema has 

oscillated between state-endorsed messaging and cinematic self-interrogation. 
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3. Hollywood Ten and McCarthyism 

The most dramatic collision of politics and film came in 1947, when the House 

Committee on Un-American Activities subpoenaed nineteen screenwriters and directors; ten 

refused to testify and were jailed, then blacklisted (Doherty Show Trial). Historian Clay Risen 

situates the hearings inside a broader “Red Scare” that weaponized loyalty oaths across 

professions (Risen), while Richard Fried’s earlier synthesis traces how studio executives’ 

Waldorf Statement institutionalized private censorship (Fried). The blacklist lasted until the 

early 1960s, when Dalton Trumbo received on-screen credit for Spartacus, a cultural turning 

point that showed how economic pressure, not formal law, had enforced silence (Brownell).  

4. Political Thrillers and Dramas 

Once censorship eased, directors mined Washington for suspense. Scott devotes an 

entire section to the “conspiracy cycle” of the 1970s, linking The Parallax View (1974) and 

All the President’s Men (1976) to Watergate-era public distrust (Scott). These thrillers borrow 

noir lighting and rapid montage to visualize surveillance, thereby teaching audiences to read 

power through mise-en-scène as well as dialogue (Shaw). More recent dramas, Aaron 

Sorkin’s The Trial of the Chicago 7 (2020) or Shaka King’s Judas and the Black Messiah 

(2021), continue the tradition, though they now reach viewers worldwide via streaming 

platforms, extending what Brownell calls the “Washington Dream Machine” into the 

algorithmic age (Brownell). 

5. Documentaries and Social Change 

Documentary has functioned as the republic’s “memory work,” argues Patricia 

Aufderheide, because it couples storytelling with evidence (Aufderheide Documentary). Her 

newer monograph on Kartemquin Films shows how one Chicago collective used cinema-

verité to amplify labor, racial, and disability activism from the 1960s to the streaming era 

(Aufderheide Kartemquin). Award-winning titles such as Hoop Dreams (1994) and 



69 
 

Minding the Gap (2018) reached Congress, classrooms, and courtrooms, illustrating what she 

calls “documentary for democracy” (Aufderheide). In the post-9/11 period, Michael Moore’s 

Fahrenheit 9/11 (2004) and Laura Poitras’s Citizenfour (2014) revived investigative modes, 

proving that nonfiction film can still shift policy conversations even without studio 

sponsorship. 

6. International Perspectives 

American cinema has always traveled. During the Cold War, the United States 

Information Agency shipped dubbed Westerns and musicals abroad to brand liberal capitalism 

as modern and pleasurable; Shaw chronicles this “soft-power diplomacy” in Hollywood’s 

Cold War (Shaw). Yet the traffic was two-way: films such as Costa-Gavras’s Z (1969) and, 

more recently, Bong Joon-ho’s Parasite (2019) entered U.S. theaters and provoked debate on 

inequality, reminding audiences that critique is global. Shaw and Youngblood’s comparative 

study demonstrates that both American and Soviet industries framed each other’s societies as 

decadent, confirming cinema’s role as a transnational rhetorical weapon (Shaw & 

Youngblood).  

Practice 

Match Terms: Propaganda/ Critique/ Blacklist/ Conspiracy cycle/ Soft power 

Match each to a simple definition. 

Model Answers 

Propaganda → Film made to persuade viewers toward a set message. 

Critique → Film that questions or criticizes power. 

Blacklist → Banning writers or directors for their political beliefs. 

Conspiracy cycle → 1970s thrillers showing secret plots (e.g., All the President’s Men). 

Soft power → Using culture (like movies) to influence other countries. 
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Conclusion 

Films can support the government or challenge it. From early studio campaigns to 

modern streaming documentaries, cinema shapes how we see politics. Knowing terms like 

propaganda, critique, and soft power helps us understand any political film. Students are 

required to use these ideas next time they watch a movie to think about who made it and why. 
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Lecture Fourteen: Styles of Politics 

Introduction 

Although the United States and the United Kingdom are both long-standing liberal 

democracies, they run on two very different operating systems. The U.S. relies on a 

presidential-congressional design whose written Constitution deliberately splits power 

between three co-equal branches, while the U.K. runs a parliamentary-cabinet regime in 

which Cabinet and prime minister emerge from, and can fall in, Parliament. Each logic shapes 

leadership style, election rituals, party discipline, and today’s debates over populism and 

executive reach.  

This lesson explores what political scientists call “styles of politics.” It is composed of 

five substantive blocks, comparing the U.S. and U.K. at every step. Students will see how 

institutional design, elite behavior, and voter expectations interact to produce distinct 

democratic cultures.  

Lesson Objectives 

 Define and distinguish the presidential-congressional and parliamentary-cabinet models 

using up-to-date scholarly language.  

 Trace how each model shapes leadership behavior, debate format, and party discipline. 

 Assess contemporary challenges (polarization, executive overreach) and propose evidence-

based reforms.  

Expected Outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to: 

 Explain why U.S. framers fragmented authority (“ambition counteracts ambition”) and 

why Westminster evolved toward Cabinet supremacy.  

 Compare presidential “power to persuade” with the prime-ministerial need to retain 

Commons confidence.  
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 Evaluate whether current populist pressures threaten each system differently, citing recent 

case studies.  

Requirements 

 Handout printed from the Moodle Platform. 

Procedures  

 Warm-up (10 min) Pose poll: “Name one strength and one weakness of your country’s 

constitution.” Respond via quick write; share two examples. 

 Lecture (60 min) 

 Discussion (20 min) Moderate small-group debate: “Which system handles gridlock better 

in 2025?” Debate in groups; share summaries. 

1. Background 

Political scientists call the U.S. system presidential-congressional: The Constitution 

deliberately fragments authority between the White House and Capitol Hill, betting that 

ambition will “counteract ambition” (Kernell et al.). Britain, by contrast, inherited a 

parliamentary-cabinet model in which executive power gradually migrated from the Crown to 

ministers who sit in and answer to the Commons (King). 

Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt warn that both architectures can erode if elites stop 

treating opponents as legitimate; twentieth-century breakdowns in Venezuela and elsewhere 

began when party leaders made “fateful alliances” with anti-system outsiders 

(Levitsky and Ziblatt). Because U.S. checks and U.K. conventions evolved in different eras, 

they offer students two contrasting answers to the same democratic question: How do you let 

government act without letting it dominate? 

2. Leadership Styles 

U.S. Presidents 
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Richard Neustadt’s classic argument is that presidential power is “the power to 

persuade,” not command; modern presidents are “invaluable clerks” who must trade promises 

for support (Neustadt). Sidney Milkis and Michael Nelson add that, since Franklin Roosevelt, 

presidents have also become communicators-in-chief, speaking over Congress to win public 

approval for programs (Milkis and Nelson). 

U.K. Prime Ministers 

Anthony Seldon calls Number 10 “the impossible office” because a premier must lead 

the legislature, the cabinet, the party, and now a 24-hour media cycle, yet can be removed 

overnight by an intra-party vote (Seldon). Whereas presidents face fixed terms, prime 

ministers rely on day-to-day confidence, making British leadership more a fusion-of-powers 

than separation. 

3. Debate and Public Engagement 

American elections pivot on televised debates in which nominees address nationwide 

audiences outside parliament or Congress. Sidney Kraus shows how every cycle since 1960 

has negotiated formats, moderator rules, and “spin rooms” to frame instant verdicts (Kraus). 

The stress falls on image management because a separately elected executive must build a 

personal coalition that cuts across fifty state electorates. 

Britain’s equivalent is Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs), a weekly half-hour when 

MPs fire rapid queries and the premier counters in real time, a ritual described by King as “an 

oxygen test of leadership” (King). Citizens follow PMQs live on BBC Parliament, reinforcing 

the idea that a leader is only as strong as the majority he or she can keep on the green benches. 

4. Party Systems and Public Discourse 

William T. Bianco and David Canon note that, although the U.S. has multiple minor 

parties, electoral rules funnel competition into two big tents whose coalitions are now highly 

polarized (Bianco and Canon). In Britain, the first-past-the-post system also privileges two 
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parties, yet devolution and regionalism give third parties (e.g., SNP, Plaid Cymru) regular 

influence. Matt Cole and Helen Deighan list eight features of the British party system, tight 

discipline, centralized manifestos, and a permanent “Her Majesty’s Opposition” chief among 

them (Cole and Deighan). Because U.S. parties do not rise or fall with presidents, divided 

government is common, forcing legislative bargaining; in the U.K., a governing party that 

loses key votes can collapse immediately, producing either a new coalition or a general 

election. 

5. Present-Day Comparison 

Today, both systems confront populist pressure. Levitsky and Ziblatt argue that 

America’s decentralized checks slow outright authoritarianism but also tempt presidents to 

bypass Congress via executive orders (Levitsky and Ziblatt). Britain wrestles with the 

opposite risk: successive premiers since 2016 have stretched prerogative powers, Prorogation, 

“Henry VIII” clauses, prompting scholars to ask whether the prime minister is turning 

“quasi-presidential” (Seldon). 

Both electorates are also more suspicious of parties. American turnout drops among 

centrist independents as polarization widens (Kernell et al.), while British polls show growing 

backlash against the whips’ iron discipline, fueling calls for electoral reform. 

Ultimately, the lesson of style is a lesson in trade-offs: a strong legislature can 

grid-lock a president; a fused executive-legislature can act swiftly but risks over-centralizing 

power. Students who grasp these logics gain a clearer lens through which to read today’s 

headlines on shutdowns in Washington or confidence votes in Westminster. 

Practice 

Draw two flowcharts, one for Washington, one for Westminster, showing how a leader 

secures a new spending program. Include arrows for initiation, amendment, veto/override 

(U.S.) or confidence vote (U.K.). 
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Model Answers 

Flowchart highlights 

U.S. – President proposes ➔ House & Senate committees amend ➔ floor votes ➔ 

potential veto ➔ 2/3 override. The executive cannot spend without congressional 

appropriation.  

U.K. – Chancellor announces programme in Budget ➔ Commons vote doubles as 

confidence test ➔ If defeated, PM must resign or seek election. Lords can delay but not block 

money bills.  

Conclusion 

Institutional design sets the rules of the game, but political style emerges from how 

leaders, parties, and voters learn to use, or stretch, those rules. The United States prizes 

separate institutions; this diffuses authority yet invites gridlock and unilateral presidential 

shortcuts. Britain’s fused executive‑legislature enables swift action but hinges on party loyalty 

and unwritten conventions that can fray under populist strain. Comparing the two makes clear 

there is no perfect equilibrium: democracy must constantly recalibrate the balance between 

effective governance and restrained power. Mastering these contrasts equips students to read 

headlines, whether a U.S. shutdown threat or a U.K. confidence vote, with sharper, more 

critical eyes. 

References 

Bianco, William T., and David T. Canon. American Politics Today. 7th ed., W. W. Norton, 

2021. 

Cole, Matthew, and Helen Deighan. Political Parties in Britain. Edinburgh UP, 2012. 

Kernell, Samuel, et al. The Logic of American Politics. 10th ed., CQ Press, 2021. 

King, Anthony, editor. The British Prime Minister. 2nd ed., Macmillan/Palgrave, 1985. 



76 
 

Kraus, Sidney. Televised Presidential Debates and Public Policy. 2nd ed., Lawrence Erlbaum, 

2000. 

Levitsky, Steven, and Daniel Ziblatt. How Democracies Die. Crown, 2018. 

Milkis, Sidney M., and Michael Nelson. The American Presidency: Origins and Development, 

1776–2021. 9th ed., CQ Press, 2022. 

Neustadt, Richard E. Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents: The Politics of 

Leadership from Roosevelt to Reagan. Free Press, 1990. 

Seldon, Anthony. The Impossible Office? The History of the British Prime Minister. 

Cambridge UP, 2021. 

  



77 
 

General Conclusion 

Throughout the fourteen lessons, the handout has intertwined three strands of thought: 

constitutional framework, foreign-policy development, and the interface between art and 

media, working to shed light on the rich cultural fabric of American civilization. To begin 

with, examination of the Constitution and its constitutional principles of separation of powers, 

federalism, and safeguarding individual rights has shown how an eighteenth-century 

document of written constitution, though still in the midst of its youth, remains a living 

framework. Historic court rulings have been studied not merely as mileposts of history but as 

fluid tools whereby the nation's fundamental values are constantly interpreted and re-

interpreted. 

The latter period gazed outward, telling the story from early American isolation to the 

practice of international leadership. Through an examination of diplomatic milestones, 

strategic dogma, and changing currents of public opinion, this part of the course has 

illustrated how domestic ideas of liberty, order, and national character have governed foreign 

intercourse. Case studies of hemispheric policy in the nineteenth century through post-Cold 

War intervention have demonstrated the interplay of ideals and interests on the international 

scene. 

In the third section, the arts, literature, journalism, and film were all considered. By 

looking at political engravings of the Founding Era, murals and photography of the New Deal 

Era, and contemporary digital storytelling, the course learned how the arts reflect reigning 

social trends as well as freely participate in contesting meaning. Visual-culture criticism 

workshops, paired with close readings of literature and media analysis, have given 

constructive practice in untangling symbols, metaphors, and logic that circulate through 

public discourse. 

In the future, a number of directions have rich possibilities for exploration. A close 
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reading of rights jurisprudence, voting, privacy, or equal-protection doctrine can shed light on 

tensions between majority rule and minority protection that continue to unfold. Regionally 

focused scholarship of U.S. experience in Asia, Africa, or Latin America can open the terms 

by which strategic goals meet cultural differences overseas. Meanwhile, examinations of 

emergent American narratives, how communities have used art, music, and social media 

narratives to construct identity, can dissect and challenge dominant stories. 

By keeping a critical open mind, continuously questioning how institutional structures, 

strategic options, and aesthetic modes influence one another, the structure of this course will 

allow it to be more easily expanded upon in the future. Close reading of primary sources 

coupled with inter-disciplinary methods borrowed from political science, history, and cultural 

studies will allow research to be simultaneously rigorous and sensitive to the constantly 

shifting boundaries of American society.  
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