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more about present tenses (continued)

She’s always turning up with little presents for the children.
I'm always running into Joanna in the supermarke

This computer’s continually crashing at the most inconvenient moments.
She's forever taking days off because of one little illness or another.
‘This government is always thinking of new ways to take your money.

é Write a sentence about somebody you know who is always doing something annoying.

NOTES

I hearisee; it says We often use I hear or I see in the sense of ‘1 have heard/seen’ to introduce pieces of information.
Thear Karens getting married. I see they're closing High Street again.

Note also the similar use of It says.
It says in the paper there’ a rail trike tomorrow.
Wihere does it say that I need a visa?

here comes; there goes We use the simple present in these two expressions.
Here comes the postman.  This wind! There goes my hat!

performatives Sometimes we do something by saying something.

Verbs used like this are called performatives: they are normally simple present.
Iwon't do it again - I promise. I hereby declare you man and wife.
Tswear to tell the truth. I name this ship ‘Spirit of Adventure’.

informal progressives Progressives can sometimes make statements sound more friendly and
informal (see page 291). Compare:

We look forward to further discussions in due course.

I'm really looking forward to our week with you and the kids in July.

duration Remember that we use a present perfect, not a present tense, to say how long things have
continued up to the present.
I've been waiting since six otlock. (NOT Frrwaiting since ...)

‘He's swearing in full sentences now."
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© [0 Choose the best verb forms.

Prison death rates e rise /@re risingalarmingly

GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE ! calls /
is calling for an investigation into the

number of people who * now die / are now
dying from natural causes inside the prison
system. It * appears / is appearing that because
of poor healthcare and a sedentary lifestyle,
more and more prisoners * die / are dying
prematurely. The increase is not due to a rise
in the prison population or an increase in the
age of inmates.

A recent report * finds /is finding that the
average age of male prisoners who * die / are
dying from natural causes is 56; the average
for women is 47. In the general British
population, the average age of death

for men is 78 and for women 81. Death rates
are thought to be higher in prison because
prisoners * take / are taking less exercise

and * cat / are eating less well than most of
the population. They * also suffer / are also
suffering higher levels of stress, and some

¥ reccive / are receiving substandard healthcare.
Although the government /' currently invests /
is currently investing substantial funds in order
to improve prisoner welfare, the focus is on
reducing levels of suicide and self-harm, and
the expenditure '* has / is having little or no
effect on the more general problem of rising
death rates. m

(Circle)the correct verb forms for the cartoon captions.

“Things look / are looking bad.’

“Isell / I'm selling this for a friend.
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non-progressive verbs

1 dow'tlike ler hairstyle. (xot Fmmot-fiking-her-hairstyle:)
I called because I need to talk. (NOT ... becarse-+nrmeeding o-tatk)

“Ilove you. I don't believe you” (ot s :
1 doubt if the train will be on time.  Who do you think will win?
1 feel it time for a break.

What do you mean?  We seem to have a probley Your attitude surprises m

Who does this car belong to? I need help.  ‘I'm late.” ‘It doesn’t matter.

‘ Choose the best verbs from the boxes to complete the sentences.

consist contain depend imagine include lack notdeserve own

1 “Can youdo mea favour?’ ‘It
2 Thisjam .
3 Ifthat cake ...

of 50% sugar, 10% fruit, and a lot of other stuff,
nuts, I can't eat it.

4 I'mtoo good to you. You .. me,
5 The soup’s nice, but it .. salt.
6 1 wonder who ... that dog.

7 No need to tip - the bill .. . 15% service.

R . youd like a rest soon.

appear concem deny impress matter mean owe recognise

9 ‘Don't we know that man?’ ‘Maybe. I don't
10 Do you know what ‘incomprehensible’
11 We're going to be late, but T don't think it
12 Tl pay you what1 ...
13 “How much money is the company making?' “That doesn't ...
14 There . . to be a problem with the train.
15 “The police are questioning three men about the attack, but they
16 ‘T've got my own helicopter! ‘You don't

you tomorrow, if that's OK.

me!
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I As I get older, I'm remembering less and less. 1 didit expect to like this place, but P'm really loving it.

What do you think of her singing?  What are you thinking about?
1 weigh too much these days. 1 got a shock when I was weighing myself this morning.

o This meat smells funny. 1 (can) smell smoke

1 feel / I'm feeling fine.

1 (can) see Joln over there.  I'm seeing the doctor tomorrow.

]
You look / You're looking a bit tired toda;
£) Correct (/) or not (X)?

1 Of course 'm believing you! ...

2 We're seeing your point. ...

3 Why is everybody looking at the sky? ...

4 I'm feeling you're both wrong. ..

5 What do you think about at this moment? ...

6 She may win, but [ doubt it. ...

7 Daes this milk taste sour to you? ...

8 I'm feeling quite depressed these days.

9 I'm remembering your face, but not your name. ..
10 We see the bank manager soon.
11 I'm supposing youd like coffee.
12 Tthinkits time to go. ...

13 John’s aftershave is smelling strange. ...
14 How much are you weighing? ... ‘Do these shoes taste funny to you?’

NOTES

useof can Can is ofen used with see, hear, eel, taste, smell, understand and remember to give a
progressive meaning, especially in British English. (See page 61.)

1 can see Sue coming down the road.  Can you smell burning?

I can remember when there were no houses here.

perfect tenses Want, need and mean can have present perfect progressive uses; need and want can
‘have future progressive uses.

I've been wanting to meet you for years,  Will you be needing the car today?

‘There’s something I've been meaning to tell you.

-ing forms  Even verbs which are never progressive have -ing forms which can be used in other kinds of structure.
Knowing her tastes, [ bought her chocolate.
1 got all the way to the station without realising I was wearing my slippers.
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future: revise the basics:
will, going to or present progressive?

future in the present We generally use present forms (present progressive or am/are/is going to)
when we can see the future in the present: we already see things coming or starting.
We prefer will (the most common form) when we are simply giving information about the future,
‘with no special reason for using present forms. Compare:
o I'm seeing Janet on Tuesday. (the arrangement exists now.)

I wonder if she'll recognise me. (not talking about the present)
o We're going to get a new car. (The decision already exists.)

I hope it will be better than the old one. (not talking about the present)

plans Be going to and the present progressive can both be used to talk about plans.
We use the present progressive mostly when ‘the time and/or place are fixed. Compare:

I'm going to take a holiday some time soon.  Joe's spending next week in France.
Emma’s going to study biology.  Phil’s starting work on Monday.

) Rewrite the sentences, putting in expressions from the box and using the
present progressive. (Different answers are possible.)

for tomorrow’s concert ~ from March 1st nextmonth next week
nextyear onSaturday onTuesday thisevening tomorrow morning

> lm going to play tennis with Andy.
Laying tewnis with Andy on Satwrda

see Sarah.

2 T'm going to start fencing lessons.

3 We're going to meet the accountants.

4 I'm going to get the car serviced.

5 ‘They're going to close the road for repairs

6 's going to get a free ticket.

7 The air traffic controllers are going to strike.

8 All the train companies are going to put their prices up.

decisions We prefer be going to and the present progressive for decisions and plans (see above)
that exist in the present — they have already been made. We prefer will to announce decisions
as we make them. Compare:

“We've got a lot of bills to pay” ‘I know. I'm going to do them all on Monday’

“The plumber’ bill has just come in. ‘OK, Ill pay it.
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(2] Pul in /'ll or I'm going to.
Ive decided. ..!/1%. 20k
‘Is Alice coming round? ‘Waita minute.
‘T've left my money at home! ‘Again? OK.
‘Do you want to go for a walk?” ‘No,
‘T've got a headache!

. take a week off.

phone and ask her!
pay!

get some work done!
get you an aspirin.

t’s giving me nothing but trouble.

.. have a shower.

. sell this car
Garryoi riewer e phine i ingst
... change my job soon.

‘There's the doorbell” ..

Careful! The meat’s going to burn. (I can see it now.)
Don't ask Pete to cook the steak ~ he’ll burn it. (I'm sure, because I know him.)

1t’s going to rain soon. BUT NOT H-raining soon:

€3 (Circlethe best form.

Claire(S going 19/ will have a baby.

Perhaps I'mt going to / Il see you at the weekend.

Look at the sky: it’s going to / it will snow.

Look out - we're going to / we'll hit that car!

Ask John — he probably going to / he'll probably know the answer.

Youd better put a coat on, or you're going to / you'll get cold.

If you press this key, the computer is going to / will shut down.

You can see from Barbara’s face that there’s going to / there'll be trouble.

1ts no use telling Andy about your problems; he’s going to / he'll tell everybody else.

N U e wN =Y

»

The meeting starts at ten oclock. ~ What time does the train arrive in Paris?
My plane leaves from Heathrow.

‘Where do I get an application form?' “You go to the main office o the second floor!

Emma’s coming round later. (xot Emma-cores Tl write - I promise.
There’s the phone. Ill answer it. (o1 ... fanswer)

o Choase the best tense.

‘The film@nd3)/ will end at midnight. 5 The train isn't direct - you change / will change
» 1 phone /@ill phondyou soon. at Manchester.
1 Istart/ will start dieting after Christmas. 6 My final exam is / will be in May.
2 Rob comes / is coming round after 7.00. 7 What time does / will the concert start?
3 Do you/ Will you post my letters? 8 1play/ am playing hockey tomorrow.
4 Lhave / will have a French class at 9.00
tomorrow.
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more about the present progressive, going to and will

We're meeting Sandra at 6.00.

‘The President will arrive at the airport at 14.00. He will meet ...

Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the text.

A itwillbe B there will be

C will beintroduced D will be presented
E will be welcomed F will castoff G willcover H will play | you will be

n a wildlife cruise with Wildlife
Worldwide, ... on a small
vessel (the vessels we work with
generally accommodate between
20and 128 passengers),just enough
1o be able to meet new people and
get to know them over the course of
the trip, and to be able to recognise
and greet all of the other passengers
onboard. Not so many that every
timeyou see aface ... beanewone!
On a wildiife cruise the vessels
have been specially adapted and
refitted to accommodate guests,
since many of them were actually
research vessels in a former life. On
awildiife cruise, .. ilustrated talks

and presentations throughout the
journey. These ... a whole range of
topics from birds and mammals, to
geography, history and astronomy,
and they °... by the onboard guides
and experts who .. such an
important role in making your trip a
special one.

To begin with you 7... aboard
with a glass of champagne and a
bite to eat. The crew *... the boat,
and once you are under way you
‘... to the captain and his crew.
Departures are generally late
afternoon/early evening, Passengers
are free to visit the ship's bridge any
time of the day or night.

Itisfascinating seeing how the ship's
courseis plotted, and to observe the
monitors of depth, wind speed and
wave height! (Adapted from Oceans
Worldwide website)

o _ Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the text.

A goingtobe happy B goingtobethere C goingtosee D It going to be
E thereare goingtobe F wefre catching G we're leaving

Well, *... tomorrow, Sandra. *
we'll soon get to know everybody. And ... half a dozen experts on this and that giving lectures

amazing! It's quite a small boat — about 50 passengers, so

in the evenings, and going ashore with us and answering our stupid questions when we land.
Tony Soper’s ..., believe it or not, so the bird-watchers are ... ! And there’s a terrific woman
called Ingrid Visser who's red-hot on killer whales. I can't remember the others, but I know
there's a marine mammal expert, and an astronomer. And we're definitely ©... whales —

lots and lots of whales, they've promised! Can't wait!

Well, must go and pack - ... a very early flight. Looking forward to seeing you in July.
Prepare yourselves for a long photo evening!

Love from both to both
Jane
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What time shall we come round?

What time will we get into London?

Shall I take your coat?

The Hirer shall, duri

ing the period of the
s i the period of the

& be responsible for: supervision of the
premises, the fabric and the contents; their
care,safety from damage however slight o

sort; and the behaviour of

h i . all
Persons using the premises whatever their
capacity

3 including proper supervision of
car parking arrangements, The Hier g
make good or pay for alldam d
accidental damag) to the prems

(including

: es or to the
fixtures, fittings or contents and for loss of

contents. The Hirer shall not i

e er shall not use the premises
For any purpose otherthan tha e dhedin
the Hiring Agreement and shall not allow the

|
I The hirer shall be responsible for maintenance of the vehicle. (from a car-hire contract)
6 Putin shall or will.
1 Where . ... wegoon
holiday this year?
2 Where . -.. I be this time
next year?
3 Sending out the invitations
e . be Jim's responsibility,
4 The tenant. .be wholly
responsible for all decoration and repairs.
5 i « I put the kettle on?
6 What time ... .. Ineed to be
at the airport?
7 What ..., + Lcook for
supper?
8 How soon .. .. we hear

about the application?

For other (non-future) wses o will.see pages 65 and 72.

NOTES

different forms possible The differences between the three main structures used to talk about

the future are not always very clear-cut. Will and present forms (especially going to) are often both
possible in the same situation, when ‘present’ ideas like intention or fixed arrangement are a part

of the meaning but not very important. The choice of structure will depend on which part of the
meaning we want to emphasise. In the following examples all of the different forms would be correct,
with no important difference of meaning,

© What will you do next year?
What are you doing next year?
What are you going to do next year?
© All the family will be there.
All the family are going to be there.

 Ifyour mother comes, you'll have to help with the cooking.

premises to be used for any unlawful purpoge
or in any unlawful way nor

1f your mother comes, you're going to have to help with the cooking.

® You won't believe this.
You're not going to believe this.
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be + infinitive: lam to ... etc

The Prime Minister is to visit British soldiers in Antarctica.
Our firm is to merge with Universal Export.

Weld better hurry if we're to get there by lunchtime.
You'll need to start working if you're to pass your exam.

You're to do your homework before you go to bed.
Tell Jenny she’ not to be back late.

6 Here are some (mostly) real spoken or written sentences. Use the be + infinitive structure
to complete them with verbs from the box. Use a dictionary if necessary.

assemble bloom continue _deliver follow getthrough inspect plan _report _tidy up)

1 Professor Loach .. ... cight lectures on classical mythology next term.

2 On his arrival at the airport, the general ... ... a guard of honour.

3 Ifwe. providing care for homeless children, we need your support today.

4 Young soldiers quickly learn that a good breakfast is vital if they - another
demanding day. ]

5 Any new diet has to be simple if you .. it for any length of time.

6 You have to know where you're going if you . the best way of getting there!

7 The chrysanthemums must be planted right away if they ... for Christmas.

8 'The children their room before they watch TV.

9 In case of fire, all staff in the front courtyard.

10 All visitors .. ... to the reception desk.

For the past form of this siructure (1 was fo.. €}, see page 37.
For passve uses (e, f be faken thre times a day), see page 103
e Imagine you are a parent who is going out for the evening, leaving two teenagers
alone in the house. Write three instructions beginning ‘You're to'and three beginning
“You're not to’
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future progressive

This time next Tuesday I'll be lying on the beach.
You won' be able to park here tomorrow; they'll be mending the road.

o What will you be doing at ten o'clock tomorrow morning (or some other time, if you prefer)?

o Write three things that you will certainly not be doing at ten o'clock tomorrow morning
(or some other time, if you prefer).

Will you write to Oliver? (request or order)
Are you going to write to Oliver? (perhaps pressing for a decision)
Will you be writing to Oliver? (just asking about plans)

° Make future progressive questions to ask somebody politel,
» when they are planning to go shopping.
1 when they intend to pay the rent.

who they plan to invite.

3 how soon they intend to come back.

4 when they plan to go home.

where they are planning to stay.

o

6 what time they are planning to have breakfast.

what they plan to study at university.

8 whether they expect to use the car.

LIUBYLIVRORVE (G TTaTe |l /'l be watching. | wanttosee  “I will be watching until the end
the leaders’ TV how professional liars work.” of the first question. When none
of them have answered simply,

b ® . o
debate? Yes, | shall be watching and it et and honesty, along with

The first ever prime mi will be an interesting test of the

milions of other viewers | will
debate in a UK general election party leaders.” witon oA e igo 16
campaign will take place on

Thursday. thepub™

Will you be watching? (postings from a website discussion before a British general election)
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future perfect

We'll have finished planting the new trees by Wednesday.
‘This government will have ruined the country before the next election.

Here are some sentences taken from newspaper articles and reports. Complete them with
verbs from the box, using the future progressive. Use a dictionary if necessary.

drive drop host pass puton quadruple rise

1 When this year’s competition in Nottingham is completed, Great Britain, like Japan,

x . it on 3 occasions.

2 m afew weeks' time, the fallen leaves .

3 Frank, Mr Andre
the end of the camp:

4 Ifa traveller goes eastwards round the Earth, when he gets halfway he ...

through 12 time zones and gained 12 hours.

“The decision means that annual government support for the railways .

from well over £1 billion to around €300 million in 10 years.

6 Within 100 years the human population ..

7 If you do not weigh yourself for a year and you eat just an extra 500 Cililes earhy day during
that time, you .. . a full 21.8 kg; rather a nasty shock!

... from ankle to knee deep.
... his boss more than 12,000 miles by

)

By next summer Pl have been working here for eight years.

6 Write three sentences about yourself with the future perfect progressive. For example,
say how long you will have been learning English / working / living in your house.

1 By the end of this year,

2 By.

3 By.

Note: other uses These tenses, and other structures with will, can be used not only to talk about
the future, but also to express certainty about the past and present (see page 65).
As you will have heard by now, we are planning to open a new branch in Liverpool,
The world top skiers will have been studying the course all morning, in preparation for the first big
event this afternoon.

‘When you have lost your Inns, drown your empty
selves, for you will have lost the last of England!
(Hilaire Belloc)
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future in the past

structures When we are talking about the past, we often want to say that something was still
;  in the future at that time, To express this idea, we can use the past forms of all the structures that
are used to talk about the future:

present progressive => past progressive  an/is/are going to = was/were going to
will = would __am/is/are to > was/were to

I was in a state of panic, because I was sitting my final exams in two days.

We were going to start a business if we could raise enough capital.

I had a feeling that things would soon turn difficult.

So this was the town where | was to spend the winter. 1 didn't like the look of it.

idden in the future’ Would and was/were fo are often used to express the idea that things were
in the future!

She treated me like dirt. But she would live to regret it.
I thought we were saying goodbye for ever. But we were to meet again under very strange circumstances.

6 Write some things that were in the future when you were ten years old, and that you

could not have expected. iy
» . would become a teacher. | was to spend eight years in France.

o About 30,000 years ago, someone painted this picture on a cave wall. Write some of

the things that were in the future, and that he/she could never have imagined. Use would.
» _ People would Learn how to make metal tools. Evepires would come

PRESENT AND FUTURE 37




image16.jpeg
more practice

) Correct the mistakes or write ‘Correct:
» Penguins aren'tlying. .40ty
» Nobody's listening to me. ..Z217eet
1 ‘What do you write?” ‘A report for the Managing Dlrct.\m‘ K
2 I'm thinking this is the wrong addres
3 Why s that man jumping up and down?

Tron is melting at 1536°. .

4
5 How do your tai-chi lessons go?

6 We're secing a lot of Peter and Susan just now.
7

8

9

He's always criticising!

I saying in today’s paper that the pilots are going on strike

“Is it going to snow?' ‘T'm doubting it’
10 Julie’s not feeling very well today.
11 This cheese is tasting funny.
12 I'm not working next Friday.
13 We should leave now if we're to catch the train. ..
14 Will you be seeing Edward when you're in Glasgow?
15 This time tomorrow I'm lying on the beach. ..
16 Do you know what time the film starts
17 Next July we have been together for five
18 Tl never be knowing what he thinks of me
19 Sorry P'm late - the train I was going to catch was cancelled. .
20 They showed me the room where I would have stayed. 1 said it was OK.

) Choose the correct form of the cartoon caption.

“Pm sorry, he doesn't see | he's not seeing
anyone today."

) Write four predictions for next week. (You can use will or going to.)
Check them at the end of the week to see how many were right.

) Write two things that you are certainly going to do one day, and two things that
you are certainly never going to do.
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Going to is often pronounced ‘gonna.

Shallis not used in modern English.

[ER T

Rules ..

.. are wrong.

verbs in the box.

€ " Whichof these rules are wrong?
We use will especially when we can see the future in the present.

The future perfect progressive is very common in conversation.

We don't normally use the present progressive for fixed future arrangements.

Q Put in simple present or present progressive forms of the

arrive decide fall
stay tell

find give goout hide

try work write

live light lose sing start

Puccini’s opera La Bohéme: what happens in Act 1

It is a biterly cold winter in 19th-century Paris. Marcello, a painter, and Rodolfo, a writer,

food, Brewood, wine, cigais, and meney: he?,
and has just been paid. They *.

go out and spend the money at a café. Rodolfo °.

finish an article that he 7
knock at the door. It is Mimi, who

Her candle has blown out, and she has no matches. Rodolfo 1.
her key. Both candles

'lhcn Mimi "

} . her key buc
other their life sories in two songs; while they

in love.

.10 keep warm. Their musician friend Schaunard 2.

with
.. lessons to an eccentric Englishman
. to car, but then * .
behind for a moment to
While he * , there is a
. in another room in the building.
it for her.
2 Rodolfo
i They 1. each
they

(7] Put in the verbs from the boxes.

helped read started

taken will have been  will have tidied

School Holidays

8y ten o'cock this morning my children
... off school for 67
hours During that time they

their rooms,

several books,

our elderly neighbour

with his garden, *

a box of unwanted toys to charity and

LD ... their holiday diaries.
Later in the week they will visit the Science
Museum, go on a nature trail and have

a dental check-up. They will go to bed at
8.30pm on the dot and watch only half an
hour of BBC4 a day.

brokenup cleanedup givenup _have spent

hidden spent unloaded will have baked

Yeah, right. This is the more likely scenario:
1. several batches

of cupcakes, & ..the
dishwasher 20 times, *..
almost three hours looking for tiny lost bits
of Lego, and ™. ..trying to
interest my eldest in reading a book. | will
have ' several paint-
related disasters, 2.

fights, and . .. the
remote control. Like millions of other
parents, | will also ..
an unbelievable sum of money on plastic
rubbish in a museum shop. And there are
several more weeks of this to look forward
to. School holidays!

(Sarah Vine, The Times, adapted)
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Section 4 past and perfect tenses

English uses six different verb forms to refer to past events and situations. They are:

NAME EXAMPLE

(simple) present perfect 1 have worked
present perfect progressive 1 have been working
simple past I worked

past progressive 1 was working
(simple) past perfect 1 had worked

past perfect progressive 1 had been working

Another common name for ‘progressive' is ‘continuous!
In academic grammars, a distinction is made between ‘tense’ (present or past) and ‘aspect’ (perfective and/or

progressive). Tense shows time; aspect shows, for example, whether an event is seen as ongoing or completed
ata particular time. In more practical grammars such as this, it is common to use the term ‘tense’ for all of

these different forms.

The uses of the six past and perfect tenses are covered in the following pages. Note in particular that the
English present perfect (c.g. I have seen) is constructed in the same way as a tense in some other Western
European languages (e.g. jai vu, ich habe geschen, ho visto, jeg har set), but that it is not used in exactly the

same way (sec page 42).

For past and perfect passive fenses see page 78

Maxwells have been
established for over twenty
years. We have grown and
expanded from a small printing
firm into an internationally
known organisation

For over half a century we
have supplied our customers
with the very best in soft
furnishings. More recently
we have added bed linens
and dress fabrics to our ever
expanding product range.

Children have been treated
at the Nuffield Orthopaedic
Centre for over eighty years.
‘We have extensive long-term
experience in treatment of
complex disorders.

40 PAST AND PERFECT TENSES

FOR OVER THIRTY
YEARS WE HAVE BEEN
DEDICATED TO PRODUCING
THE HIGHEST QUALITY
GOURMET COFFEE.

For over sixty years we have
been producing high quality
herbal medicines and food

supplements for dogs and cats.

WE HAVE BEEN TRADING
FOR OVER NINETY YEARS,
AND WE HAVE NOW BECOME
ONE OF THE LARGEST FOOD

MANUFACTURERS IN CANADA.

For over forty years we

have been designing and
manufacturing test equipment
for car manufacturers.

For over seventy years we

have cared for the needs of

the holiday visitor.We have

welcomed guests from all
over the world.

For over @ cewtury, we
have built up customer
relationships built on
strength, stability,
integrity, and service.
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simple past and past progressive: revise the basics

Pam phoned this morning.  When I was younger I played football most days.
1 painted the kitchen yesterday. It took all day

At ten otlock last night I was still painting the kitchen.

At 1.00, when I got home from the hospital, Pete was cooking lunch.

o Putin the correct tenses. )
* Thistimeyesterday L. WASMMNG, ..., ina half-marathon. (run)
a greal time yesterday evening, but then the neighbours

round and ..complatned about the noise. (have; come; complain)

e my girlfriend while we . in ltaly. (meet; work)

2 When I walked in they . . cards. (all play)

3 Whenl. to work this morning I ... ... tobuya
new raincoat. (go; stop)

4 Oliver .. his arm while he (break; ski)

5 1can't remember what [ when 1. the news
about the crash. (do; hear)

6 While we . .. TV upstairs, somebody ... . into the
house and ... my mother’s jewellery. (watch; break; steal)

7 in a rock group when I was at school. (sing)

8 to find that three policemen ... +. by his bed.

(wake ups stand)
9 When I was a child, we ...

2] _ Read the news report and (circlé)the correct tenses.

- our own amusements. (make)

RIVERS ON a Chinese motorway he suddenly * ran / was running out and

in Sichuan had to stop suddenly *dashed | was dashing into the street,”
because an ostrich ! ran / was running  he* said / was saying. The giant bird
along the road. It* turned out | was 19 kept on / was keeping on running,
turning out to belong to a Mr Liu, and Liu " followed | was following it on
of Meishan, who * explained / was his motorbike, reports Sichuan News
explaining that the ostrich *ran / was ~ Online. Passing drivers ** helped / were
running away when he * fed / was helping him to chase the ostrich into a

Jeedingit. “1° just left | was just leaving petrol station, where workers * caught /
his pen after giving him his food when ~ were catching it with ropes. «
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present perfect and simple past: revise the basics

‘meanings Both these tenses are used to talk about finished actions, situations and events.

There is a difference.

’l'hepxcsentperfecl suggests that a finished action has some connection with 1 Ihe,pmsem.
does not suggest a connection with the present.

Pvemade a cake. Would you like a slice?

I didn’t have much to do this morning, so I made a cake.

) Read the sentences and choose the best answers to the questions.

» “I've broken my glasses! Are the speaker’s glasses broken? (&) Yes. B Don'tknow. € No.
‘Anna went to London! Is Anna in London? A Yes. (B) Don't know,
‘Sam has been elected chairman! Is Sam chairman? A Yes. B Dontknow. C N
“Mum has gone to church? Is she in church? A Yes. B Don'tknow. C No.
“Dad went to the pub? Is he in the pub? A Yes. B Don't know.
“The cat’s caught a mouse! Has the cat got the mouse? A Yes. B Don'tknow. C No.
“Maggie caught a cold! Has Maggie got a cold? A Yes. B Don'tknow.
‘Marlowe has written a novel. Is this a new novel? A Yes, B Dontknow. C No.
“Holmes wrote a novel? Is this a new novel? A Yes. B Probably not.
“I've finished cutting the grass. Is the grass short? A Yes. B Don'tknow. C No.
‘She's travelled all over Africa! Is she still alive? A Yes. B Dontknow. C No.

we =y

o U oe

8
9

time words We don't often use the present perfect with words for a finished time.
I went out four evenings last week. (Not Fre-beerront-——fast-week:)

Jamiic phoned yesterday. (xor famie-has phoned-yesterny:)

We often use the present perfect with words for time up to now.

I've been out three evenings this week.  I've never seen a fox.
Have you read this before? (= ‘at any time up to now’)

©)(Circlethe correct verb form.

1 Several government ministers were / have been
involved in a big bribery scandal last year.

2 ‘The people in the flat upstairs disturbed / f
have disturbed s every night this week.
3 The aid agencies distributed | have distributed

2,000 tonnes of food to the refugees since May.
4 All of our students achieved / have achieved
excellent exam results last summer.
5 Ithink I saw / have seen this film before.
6 Most of yesterday's newspapers commented |
have commented critically on Thursday’s budget.
The 1944 Education Act attempted / has attempted
10 ensure equal educational opportunities for everyone.
8 We're all very pleased that the Managing Director
decided | has decided to retire next autumn.

N

“I've spent 25 years making a name
for myself and now you want me
to CHANGE it?!"
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~ newsand details We often munu;ybe:o!newsﬁthﬂamwperfecumex u

the simple past for the details of time and place.

) I've found your glasses. They were in the car.

The President has arrived in London. He was met by the Prime Minister ...

! o Read the reports and put in verbs from the box in the correct tenses.

be clash dig fire have reach

identify

take

1 Police in France ... - with
protesters striking over wage cuts. Riot police
... tear gas at a group of part

2 Anoil spil
The spill .
Tuesday morn

3 Police ...

eight suspects

in last month's Birmingham car bomb attack.
Six of the suspects .
non-British passports

4 The fossilised remains of a giant shark
found in Nebraska, US.
Scientists . upa
gigantic jawbone, teeth and scales

£ Find a news report with similar tense use to the examples in Exercise 3 (for example
on an internet news page). Write the first two or three sentences here.

“Mrs Dunne is here for your lesson,
Ralph. Where have you hidden
the piano?’

“I've never won an argument with her, and
the only times I thought I had, I found out
the argument wasn't over yet."

(US President Jimmy Carter, talking about his
wife Rosalyn)

“I've wired his electric wheelchair to
this control .. . . Wanta go?’

‘Do | like vegetables? | don't know. | have
never eaten them. No, that is not quite true.
I once ate a pea.”

(Beau Brummel, 1778-1840)
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present perfect progressive: revise the basics

“Are you waiting for a table?” Yes I've been waiting snce eight tlock!

(xor 2]
Mark’s studying engincering. He's been doing practical work for the last six months.

Weve had this car for ten years. (ot We've-beer-having-thiscar

How long have you been in England? (NmHmrlonngvryvu-bmbtmx 2

Sorry I haven't been to see you. I've been working very hard.

“You're all wet!" “Yes, I've been swimming.
“What have you been doing with yourself since I last saw you?" “Travelling.

6 Here are some sentences from real and fictional conversations. Complete them with
the verbs from the box, using the present perfect progressive.

behave chase cry escape farm make sell tell talk

For some time it seems that I . . to myself,

fo the st 70 years and never seen anything like it
from myself all my life.

badly for two years, and you know it, and you don't even mind.
some inquiries about nightclubs.

cars for some time now.

"Il rub my face quickly so she doesnit see T .
Veronica about that week we had in Scmlmd

1
1
1
1
1
1
T
1.

R

o Complete this sentence with information about yourself (true or false). Use the present perfect
progressive.

) S T (o

Note: permanent states We don't often use the present perfect progressive to talk about
permanent unchanging states (sce page 50). Compare:

“Where have you been?” 'We've been looking at the castle.

Chedlow Castle has looked down on this peaceful valley for 800 years.
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simple past and present perfect: summary

SIMPLE PAST: [ worked/wrote/drove etc

finished actions

« finished actions, no connection with present
My grandfather worked for a newspaper. 1 hated school.

 with words for a finished time, like yesterday, in 2002, ago, then, when
I'saw Ann yesterday. (xot HhaveseenAmmyesterday:)  Bill phoned three days ago.
When did you stop smoking? (ot When-ave yore stopped-sroking?)

* stories
A man walked into a café and sat down at a table. The waiter asked ...

« details (time, place etc) of news
The cat has eaten your supper. She took it off the table.
Bill has had an accident. He fell off his bicycle when he was going to work.

(SIMPLE) PRESENT PERFECT: [ have worked/written/driven etc
A finished actions
« thinking about past and present together
I've written to John, so he knows what’s happening now.  Jane has found my glasses, so I can see again.

news.
A plane has crashed at Heathrow airport.  The Prime Minister has left for Paris

.

up to now: how much/many; how often
Pve drunk six cups of coffee today. My father has often tried to stop smoking.

up to now: things that haven’t happened; questions; ever and never
John hasr't phoned.  Has Peter said anything to you?  Have you ever seen a ghost?
I've never seen one.

already, yet and just
“Where’s Peter?’ ‘He's already gone home.  Has the postman come yet?  Coffee?’ ‘I've just had some.

NoT with words for a finished time

Isaw Penny yesterday. She’ getting married. (xor Hrave-seen-Penmyyesterday)

B unfinished actions continuing up to now
(especially with be, have, know and other non-progressive verbs)
o to say how long (often with since and for)
How long have you been in this country?  We've had our car for seven years.

I've known Jake since 2005. (xot Hnow-fake-since-2665:)

PRESENT PERFECT PROGRESSIVE: I have been working/writing/driving etc
unfinished actions continuing up to now (maost verbs)

to say how long (often with since and for)

Have you been waiting long?  I've been learning English since last summer.
We've been driving for three hours - it’s time for a rest.

DON'T use a present tense to say how long.

I've been living here since January. (ot Ftving here-simee fammary:)

to say how we have been filling our time up to now
Sorry T haven't written. I've been travelling. ‘You look tired: *Yes, I've been working in the garden.

Nor UsuaLy to talk about long, unchanging states
The castle has stood on this hill for 900 years.
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more about the simple past and past progressive

Those people we met in Paris were very nice.
1got that job because I spoke French.

m school regularly.

1 was playing a lot of tennis when I got to know Peter.
It was hard to get a free half-hour in July, because we were rehearsing non-stop.

6 Complete the sentences with verbs from the box. Use a past progressive (three times)
or a simple past (six times).

be demonstrate drink give go interpret play speak work

1 1 got really tired last week. There was a big conference, and 1 ... for cight o
ten hours a day most days.
Ive just finished ‘Death in the Sand: That . a really good book.

2
3 At the time of the election, people .. against the government’ policies.
4
5

In Shakespeare’s time, only a few children . to school.
Jo and Carl had some Japanese friends staying at the weekend, and they invited me because 1
Japanese.

6 Things were difficult at home at that time. Her brother was in trouble with the police, and her father
very heavily.

7 When I'was at school they ...
explained why.

8 What was the name of that man we were talking to who

9 Have you heard anything from your cousin who came to see us? The one who

the guitar professionally?

... us Latin lessons five times a week. They never

in a garage?

_ Read the text. There are twenty expressions in italics with past verbs.
rcle the ones that are used for situations that have certainly or probably not changed.

| first got to know my friend Alex, nearly 40 years ago, when | was living in Geneva.
| was working in a translation agency, and he had a job in an insurance company.
We met at a party, started chatting, and found that we had a remarkable amount in
common. To start with, we were the same age — in fact, we had the same birthday.
We were both very tall, we both had long fair hair, and we both played hockey. We
had pretty similar tastes: we both had vintage sports cars that we spent too much
money on, and we also both had expensive girlfriends. We both liked classical music,
we both sang in local choirs, and we both liked parties that went on all night. It was
the beginning of a long and important friendship.
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I was having lunch with the President yesterday. She said ... (This makes it sound as if the lunch with the
President was an everyday occurrence - not ‘news. A good way of making oneself sound important.)
John was saying that there are going to be some important changes. (This takes the focus away from
Tohn, and puts the emphasis on what he said - the changes.)

My grandmother always came to se us on Tuesdays.

Andy was always coming round at the most inconvenient moments.

That car was continually breaking down miles from home.
John was forever buying one useless new gadget or another.

1 thought you might like to pay now.
We were wondering if you needed any help.

° Complete the sentences with verbs from the box. One sentence must have a simple past;

use a past progressive in the others.

alwaysbring always complain always forget always have ask
hope say sing think wonder

1 The Prime Minister
of his economic policies.

‘me only the other day what I thought

2 My grandmother... about the neighbours - they couldn’t
do a thing right.
3 We.., . if you could give us some advice.
4 T.. - you might have some free time at the weekend.
5 Inmy last job, we meetings first thing on Friday mornings.
6 My maths teacher my name. It used to drive me crazy.
g gt 8 . perhaps you and | ought to have a serious talk.
8 John . that he thinks Anna’s in love again.
9 When my sister was at home she . us little presents.
10 L . at the Royal Opera House the other evening, and there

was this gorgeous woman in the front row ...

) Correct (v/) or not (X)? One sentence is not correct.

1 Tused to have trouble buying football boots because I had very wide feet. ...

2 We didn't see much of Dad last month, because he was going backwards and forwards to
America most of the time. ...

3 Pete wasn't studying very hard when he was at university. ...

4 Twas talking to the Governor of the Bank of England the other day, and he thinks were in
deep trouble. ...

5 When my sister was in her teens, she was always falling in love with really nasty boys.

6 Youknow, I was thinking that it might be time to get a new car. ...
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more about the present perfect

Who wrote that? (Not Who-haswritten-that?)
Bill gave me this necklace.  Did you put this here?
Whose idea was it to come here on holiday?

today,

le period

Has Barbara phoned today?  Barbara phoned today. She needed some advice.
Ihaven't seen John this week. 1'saw John this week, and he said ...

‘ Choose the best way(s) to complete each sentence: A, B or both.
1 ‘Thats a nice picture. Who ... it? A has painted B painted C both
.. on holiday this year? A Have you been B Did yougo C both
_Emmas first email today? A Have you seen B Did yousee C both
Stop fighting, kids. Now: who ...it7 A hasstarted B started C both
It was a shock when the police ... today. A have turned up B turned up C both
1... my appointment with the physiotherapist this week. A have missed B missed C both
..those flowers? A Has Susie brought B Did Susie bring C  both
Mark .. earlier this evening - he needs to talk to you. A fias turned up B turnedup C both
..thatglass? A Have you broken B Did you break C both
I... areally terrible time today. A havehad B had C both

R

. Write about where some of your possessions came from.

‘That’s an excellent idea, Miss Jones. Who gave it to you?”
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We've lived here since our marriage.
I've been studying French since last May.

We've lived here since we got married.
We've visited my parents every week since we bought the car.

We've lived here since we've been married.
We've visited my parents every week since we've had the car.

You're looking much better since your operation.

£} Choose the right tense.

1 The company has doubled its profits since James ... as manager.
A has taken over B took over C both
‘The company has doubled its profits since James ... manager. A has been B is C both
Sue ... much happier since she split up with Carl. A hasbeen B is C both
Since the new baby ..., nobody has had much sleep. A has arrived B arrived C both
I've been savinga lot of money since I .. the new job. A havestarted B started C both
We've all been eating much better since the new chef ... doing the cooking.
A hasbeen B was C both
Everybody ... going around singing since the weather turned nice. A hasbeen B is C both
8 The house has been much quieter since Helen ... out. A hasmoved B moved C both

o w e

N

o Complete one or more of these sentences in any way you like.
1 My life has been very different since I ..
2 My life has been very different since I've ...
3 ‘What's that?’ ‘I don't know. And I don't know who

+ (past tense)

NOTES

present perfect + past time expression The present perfect is unusual with expressions of finished
time (see page 42). This s because the present perfect is used when we are focusing more on the
present than on the past details - for example when we give somebody a piece of news. But the structure
is not impossible. Some real examples:
Police have arrested more than 900 suspected drugs traffickers in raids throughout the country on Friday
and Saturday.
A 24-year-old soldier has been killed in a road accident last night.

British and American English In American English, the simple past is often used to give news.
“This is less common in British English.

Honey, I crashed the car. (BrE: ... I've crashed ....)
And some indefinite time-adverbs are used more often with a simple past in American English than
in British English: for example yet, already, before, ever, just.

Did you eat yet? / Have you eaten yet? (BrE: Have you eaten yet?)

His plane just landed / has just landed. (BrE: His plane has just landed.)
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| | more about the present perfect progressive

progressive or s

1¢’s been raining all week.  Granny's been staying with us since Easter.

‘The Dutch have been reclaiming land from the sea for centuries.
The universe has been expanding steadily since s origin.

I've been living here since August.

Pve lived in this village all my life.

Lucy’s been covering cushions all afternoon.

An ice-cap has covered Greenland for something like 5 million years.

I've been wanting to meet you for ages.
I've been meaning to tell you - there’s a problem with the central heating.

6 Complete the sentences with verbs from the box.

analyse assume create debate design ensure predict run substitute want

1 Our statistics department has recently ...
performance. (progressive)

2 Right through human history, people
world. (progressive)

3 As far back as our records reach, people

4 My friend Alistair ...
everybody else is wrong. (simple)

5 For the last ten years, I ...

6 It seems that for a long time some wine producers
expensive ones — it’s a very profitable business. (progressive)

7 'The same family always . this business. (simple)

8 Parliament .... the question for three days now without reaching a conclusion.
(progressive)

9 For nearly 1,000 years, Britain’s island situation ..
(simple)

10 Since I first met her, I ...

the last year’s marketing.

. works of art based on the natural

..... the end of the world. (progressive)
. that he is right and

advanced computer systems. (progressive)
... cheap wines for more

its freedom from invasion.

... to ask her out, but I'm too shy. (progressive)

0 Write a sentence (true or false) about yourself, using the present perfect progressive.

. Useasearch engine to find some sentences beginning “All through history,
Which tense is most often used?
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past perfect: revise the basics

1 tiptoed into the room and sat down. But the meeting had already finished.
He found a seat on the train, opened his newspaper and started to read. Then a terrible thought struck him.
Had he turned off the gas?

We couldn’t understand why Ellic hadn't phoned.

0 Complete the sentences with the verbs in the box (past or past perfect).
Use a dictionary if necessary.

| affect apply check enclose obtain participate publish select

1 1. for the job, although I wasn't sure I wanted it.

David & Davis rejected Martin's new book, although they....

his novels before.

Jones ...

lead the group.

I sent off the form, and then realised 1 . the wrong photograph.

We did not think we would have an opportunity to see the match, but Penny told us she

... some free tickets and invited us to go with her.

6 The committee interviewed six of us for the job, but I was sure they

the person they wanted already.

‘The fire started because nobody . the electrical wiring for years,

8 The doctor told my father that working with chemicals all his life
his eyesight.

. three of

....in two carlier expeditions, and was clearly the best person to

w e

o Complete these sentences in any way you like, using a past perfect.
1 Icouldn't getajob, although
2 He went to prison for five years, because
3 We were two hours late, because

o m Put the letters of the expressions from the box into the news reports.
Use a dictionary if necessary.

A hadbeenasked B hadbeengiven C had been overcharged D had moved
£ hadreplied F had requested

Aczller to Surrey council complained Lancaster man phoned the town hall
that the phone number he ... for to say that the city-centre car park was.
their library was out of order - only to haunted, because his car ... to a different

be told that ‘0900 1800" were in fact its

parking space while he was shopping.
opening hours.

ATOURIST RETURNING home, who wanted

A woman rang the emergency to get from London to Heathrow Airport,
number 999 to say that she ... arrived at Torquay in south-west England at
in the local supermarket. two o'clock in the morning. It seems that

she *... information at Paddington Station,
... where she wanted to go, and *... “Turkey’.

For the past perfect in indirect speech, see page 220.
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more about the past perfect: time conjunctions

After the new government came in, things were very different.
As soon as Mary arrived we all sat down to dinner.
Once it stopped raining we started playing again.

After the plane had landed they discovered bullet holes in the wings.
As soon as I had finished my exams I took a long holiday.
Once they had checked all my bags I was allowed into the bmldmg

use with when
o When I opened the window, the cat jumped out.

When I had opened the windows, I sat down and had a cup of tea.
o When I phoned her, she came at once.

When I had made all niy phone calls, I did some gardening.

|
. Rewrite the sentences using when and the past perfect.

» I cleaned up the kitchen, and then I sat down and had a cup of coffee.
d nd had g cu

1 I :onsidemd all the alternatives and then decided to sell my car.

2 Welooked at eight houses and then we were completely exhausted.

3 She explained the problem, and then there was a long silence.

4 1 paid for the meal, and then I didn't have enough money for the bus.

5 Everybody said what they thought, and then we voted.

) Choose the best way of completing each sentence.

After 1 tried / had tried to phone her six times, I gave up and went out.

2 Assoon as he saw / had seen me he gave me a big smile.

3 Once the dogs went / had been for their walk, they settled down quietly.

4 When I called | had called Annie, she pretended not to hear.

5 After I painted | had painted the kitchen ceiling I decided to stop for a rest.

6 When everybody voted | had voted, the results were announced almost immediately.
o3

8

9

When Lucy came in / had come in, everybody stopped talking.
When [ sent / had sent the email, I realised I had made a terrible mistake.
Once I telephoned | had telephoned everybody, I wondered what to do next.
10 When 1 got / had got home, I went straight to bed.
11 When 1 opened / had opened the door, the children ran in.
12 When they mapped | had mapped the whole territory, they returned to their headquarters.

Note: We don't use the past perfect when we simply mean ‘some time before now’
Hello, 1 left a suit to be cleancd. Is it ready yet? (NO' .. HhadHeftastit ...)
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- past perfect progressive
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All the roads were flooded: it had been raining solidly for three days.
She got ill because she hadw’t been sleeping enough.

When I looked at the books, I saw that the firm had been losing money for years.

o Here are some sentences taken from books and newspapers. Complete them with
verbs from the boxes, using the past perfect progressive. Use a dictionary if necessary.

cry expect hold see sit think wait

1 She fetched herself a packet of sandwiches from the counter and then came back to where she

2 My next call was to the company that ...
just to warn them that I was coming round.
‘ 3 Andsince her birthday, she ..
4 Olive ..
with relig
5 It was the music that brought me in from the hall where I .. "
6 Foralong longtimel . of getting out of that awful place.
7 Everybody was looking at me. And I simply couldn't explain why I .

.. some of my things in storage,

... more of Dionne than she had for years.
... 50 many horrors that hearing the question she almost laughed

carry carry goon knit look photograph play watch

.. several addresses of

8 Police said that the two men arrested in Ireland ...
safe houses in France.

.. tennis for about five minutes when there was a very loud explosion

very close at hand.

10 At the big house I met the Officer who ..

11 She couldn't really remember anything, only that she
then she had woken up in this bed with her nosy, bossy sister sitting beside her.

2 The rucksack and the rifle I . since yesterday evening seemed like

a ton weight.

13 Their affair ... . for years before she decided to tell her husband.

14 Believe it or not, he was arrested because he . ... the Houses of Parliament.
When her escape was discovered, it turned out that eve erybodv thought somebody else

.. her.

2] Put the letters of four of the expressions from the box into

the news reports. Use a dictionary if necessary.

for me earlier on.
a sweater and

A had beenarriving B had been forgetting C had been hoping D had been navigating
E had beentrying F had beenwatching G had been working

nillegal immigrant has been man who thought he was saling along the A DRUG RUNNER who

arrested inside the Houses aast of southern England had to berescued .. to pay off his own drug
of Parliament. He \... illegally for by emergency senvices after his motor boat ran ~ debt with one last trip was
months asa cleanerinone of the ot of fuel whie repeatedy circing a small stopped by police officers
country’s most secure bUldings. gz in the Thames estuary, The man, who had ~ at Newton Abbot station.
He was only discovered whena oot navicare by 1. to'sal flom When searched, hewas
polie offcer based at the House | iyt scuthampton. He tol his rescuers foun to be carrying

carried out a random check on " i £16,000 worth of heroin,
the Police National Computer, e - by keeping the coastiine to his right E =
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this is the first time etc

“This is the first time that I've been here. (x0T Wﬂmﬁﬁm )
This is the second time you've been late this week.
That was the fifth job he had had that year.
1t was one of the worst meals I have/had ever eaten.

6 Complete the sentences, using verbs from the box.

— be drink feel/ have have meet play see SO
have felt

» Thisis the first time T . well for months.

1 This is the best film we . for ages.

2 It was the first time T champagne, and | really didn't like it.
3 1ts the third time she in love this year.

4 1played terribly. 1 think it was the worst game I .. . ever .

< “That week in Spain was the best holiday |

6 Thisis the first warm day we

7 It was the first time she ... her boyfrien

8 In the bath was the biggest spider [ ever .

9 That's the third time you ... me the same question.

o Write three se! experiences you have had, using It was the ﬁrs_t/best/wam etc.

ntences about
0 any, U velled by air.

Put the letters of three of the expressions from the box into the texts.
Use a dictionary if necessary.

A had been away fromhome B had beensent C had been used
D haddanced E hadheldagun F had seenthose people G had sung

1 was called up for war work on 31st December 1943 and sent to Stirling in Scotland.
Well, they said they needed, me so I went. | didn’t have much choice, really. It was awful
at first, and it was the first time I".... What a mess we looked in our uniforms! Blue skirt,
Kkhaki tunic, brown shoes, woollen stockings and a hat that came over my ears.

It was the first time | %... by myself in front of an audience. | was five years
old. It was the school Christmas play and | had to sing ‘Silent Night'. They
pushed me to the front of the stage and shone a bright light on me, and
when | had finished all the people stood up and clapped.”

One of the reasons for the Peasants’ Revolt in 1381 was the Poll Tax. There had been
a long war with France, Wars cost money and that money usually came from the
peasants through the taxes that they paid, In 1380, Richard Il introduced a new tax called
B e Poll Tax. This made everyone who was on the taX register PaY 5p. It was the third
time in four years that such a tax 3.... By 1381, the peasants had had enough.
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more practice

) Which is/are correct or normal: A, B, (C) or both / all three?
I Naval search vessels have rescued the Culligan family, whose yacht .
Newfoundland. (A sank B has sunk)
When Andrew came into my life, I . from one dead-end job to another, without much idea of
what I really wanted in life. (A moved B was moving)
3 1 ...... lunch with the Prime Minister yesterday, and during our conversation he gave me some
interesting information. (A had B was having)
4 We ...... whether you would be interested in going skiing with s next month.
(A wonder B wondered C were wondering)
He wasn't a bad teacher, except that he ..... to tell jokes, and they
(A always tried B was always trying)
Tlike your hair. Where ....... itdone? (A did you have B have youhad C were you having)
The bank manager ...... today. Shed like you to call back. (A phoned B has phoned)
Things ...... much better since Alex left. (A are B have been)
I've had six different jobs since . school. (A Ileft B I've left)
The Talbot family ...... in this town since the 11th Century. (A lived B havelived C have been living)

after hitting an ice floe off

vere never funny:

< @

10

0 Correct (V) or not (X)?
1 I've been meaning to ask you this for ages. ...
2 How long were you waiting when Pam finally arrived? ..
3 Is this the first time you're in Ireland?
4 We visit my parents every week since we've had the car. ..
5 Look what Alice has given me!
Have you seen the match between France and Scotland? ...
! When I did all the shopping I went round to see Maggie.
S Assoon as we got into the car the children started fighting.
% 1was hoping we could have a few minutes to talk. ..

© ' Herearefour examples of correct use and six rules. Four rules are bad.
Look at the examples and decide which.

1 Among the people who have had the greatest influence on our quality of lfe, the 19th-century French
scientist Pasteur stands out.

2 Ive finished my exams, at last!

3 We've been waiting here for exactly four hours and twenty minutes.

4 Once upon a time there was a clever lttle gir called Susie.

Rules
A. Use the present perfect for recent actions, and the simple past for actions that took place longer ago.
good bad

B. Use the present perfect for finished actions that have some present importance, and the simple past
for other finished actions. good bad

C. Use the present perfect for unfinished actions and the simple past for finished actions. good bad

e the simple past, not the present perfect, when you talk about a definite time. good bad

e the present perfect, not the simple past, when you talk about an indefinite time. good bad

E. Use the simple past, not the present perfect, when you talk about a finished time. good bad
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more practice (continued)

Put the verbs into the text: simple past or past progressive.

m———— e
i

stare takeout tear try walk

anive become dance do fight pickup play play

reach say smaﬂ

“This was told to me as a true s!
school in South London. On her first day, she "
Loud rock music , some of the
them
and "
and she had a lot of difficulty making herself heard
Most of the children, in fact, simply went on witl
) . avase off the table and !

ids

they
medium-sized telephone directory, and slowly %

extremely strong.) ‘Now! she .. »

© [T i the comect tenses.

1 A British Formula 1 driver was /
[\ has been fined A$S00 (£288) for
performing car stunts for fans outside
Melbourne’s motor racingcircuit. The
driver was / has been caught by police
executing “burnout” and “fishtail”
tricks in a borrowed Mercedes.

Detectives arrested | have a:_'rested
a teenager in connection with t_he
shooting of @ 45-year-old man in .
Liverpool. Emergency sgr\/\.ce} f.oun
have found the ‘man with injuries to

his left thigh-

u

3 THETHEFT ofa Picasso painting
worth about $50m from a museum on
Saturday was / bas been blamed on poor
security, A museum official said / bas said
that none of the alarms and only 25 out
of 43 security cameras were working.

Use a search engine to find some sentences beginning
” Write them here. Do you think they are true?

“The English have never
Try some other nationalities.
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tory. A woman T know, a teacher,

.. 'The noise level was incredible. My friend

. to gt the children’ attention. Things *..
— she i quite a small woman, with a quiet voice.

h what the;

.. at her with their mouths open,

“Today's lesson

took a job in a tough inner-city secondary
 at her classroom to find complete chaos.
others . .. cards, two of

. to the front of the classroom
a little less noisy, but not much,

y . asif she was not there. So she

it on the floor. That did get their attention. While
into her bag, a

it in half, (She is quite a small woman, but

* _She had no further trouble with that class

4 Canadian workers discovered  hve
discovered large dinosaur bones while

digging a sewer [
Edmonton. A tooth
experts believe belon
and the Edmontosaurus sp

have heen found by draind:
Quesnell Heights neighbourhood-

nd limb bone. which

g to the Albertosaurus
ecies, were [

ge crews in the

acteria taken from cliffs in

Devon showed | have shown
themselves to be hardy space
travellers. ‘The microbes were /
have been put on the exterior of the
space station to see how they would
survive in the hostile conditions that
exist above the Earth’s atmosphere,
When  scientists inspected them
a year and a half later, they found
many were still alive.
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present tenses: revise the basics

You live in Brighton, don't you?

No thanks, I don'’t drink coffec.

The Danube runs into the Black Sea
Oliver works for a bank.

What do giraffes eat?

1 play tennis every Wednesday.

The sun rises in the east.

P Y oe

* What do you write?
What are you writing? ¥,
What do you do? ...

What are you doing? ...
Where do you work? ...
Where are you working? ...
Daes your son play the violin?
Is your son playing the violin?
What language does she speak? ...
What language is she speaking? ...
Who drinks champagne?

NOWLE

Secrunuew—y

Whos drinking champagne?

1like your dress. (Not Fr-tiking your-dress:)

FR=mDmOoOTEOO® >

My parents are living with me just now.
Look - Peter’s drinking your coffee.

Why is that child runming away?

Harry’s not working at the moment.

I'm trying to eat more vegetables.

She’s not playing much tennis these days.
Interest rates are rising again.

Match the beginnings and ends.

Actually, that’s the radio.
French - she's from Switzerland.
Computer manuals.

Ineed to get this car started.
I'm an architect.

A letter to my mother.

I'm in Cardiff this week.

In a big insurance company.
It sounds like Russian.

Me - can I have some more?
Me, when I can afford it.
No, the piano.

What do they mean? (xo1 Whatare-they nreaning?)

Circle the correct verb forms.

1 think / am thinking we're going to be late.

Look — it snows / it’s snowing.

Do you look / Are you looking for the bus station?

1don't understand / am not understanding this application form at all.
Do you know / Are you knowing whether they take dollars here?
What do you want / are you wanting?

1 hate / am hating this programme.

Why do you drive / are you driving on the wrong side of the road?
Who do you look / are you looking at?

0 Ldon't remember / am not remembering why I came into the kitchen.

1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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instructions, commentaries, stories

Present ter ‘common in instructions, commentaries and stories. The simple present is used for
ﬁ:mpmhppm one after another, and the present progressive for longer background situations.
ﬁhkumcﬂymmemhsjmpl:pnstudpmpmyesﬂwmmd together - see page 41.)

“How do I get to the police station?’ “You go straight on for half a mile, then you come to a garage.

You take the next lef, then as you're coming up to a railway bridge, look out for a sign on the right’

I put some butter in a frying pan. While the butter is melting, I break three eggs into a bowl and beat them ...
Chekhov shoots, Burns punches it away, and it’ a corner. Meanwhile Fernandez is warming up, ready

to replace ...

So he's just having breakfast when the doorbell rings. He opens the door and sees this beautiful woman
outside. She's wearing ...

‘Note the use of the present progressive for slower-moving commentaries.

The Oxford boat is moving further and further ahead. And what's happening now? Camibridge are getting
very low in the water. Are they sinking? ..

“ Put in simple present or present progressive verbs.
1 While the meat . | SO

. them in cold water. (roast, peel, puf)

- Miller deliberately .

the potatoes and

2 Giacomo .
with his hand. But the referee ..
3 Sohe
She ..

the ball away

not look)
into the bar. And there’s his girlfriend.

. to a good-looking guy with a beard. So he

... to them and . Hil' (walk, talk, go up, say)

3 Explain how you boil an egg or start to drive a car. Begin ‘First | ..."

1 Write instructions to tell somebody how to get from one place to another (for example,
from the nearest station to your home). Begin‘You ...

1 Write the beginning of a short present-tense story.
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more about present tenses

Why is he hitting the dog?  Jake’s seeing a lot of Felicity these days.
1go to the mountains about twice a year. ~ Water boils at 100° Celsius.

o Write about two or three things that you're doing a lot just around now; and some other
things that you do from time to time,

The political situation is getting worse.  Children are growing up faster.
Scientists say the universe is expanding, and has been since the beginning of time.

o Write some sentences about some things that are changing (for example, some of the
things in the box).

cities computers education the economic situation transport travel
TV programmes _your English

You look lovely when you're smiling.
When the post comes I'm usually having breakfast.

° Put in the correct forms.

1 Thateitif people ..
(interrupt, work)

2 1,.

country. (get, walk)

3 When Alice

grunting noises. (think, make)

4 Ourhouse ..

from the east. (get, blow)

. mewhenT ...

... some of my best ideas while I ...

... about something, she ...

... really cold when the wind ...

>
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