Mr Meguellati

ORIGINS OF LANGUAGE

here are several theories and interpretations coimgethe origins of
human language and its beginnings. The most fambuisose theories

are grouped by the Danish linguist Otto Jespersen:
I. THE DIVINE SOURCE:

In most religions, there appears to be a divinegaothat provides humans
with language. Following a Hindu tradition, langgagame from the goddess
Sarasvati, wife of Brahma, creator of the universe.

In an attempt to rediscover this original, divieaduage, a few experiments
have been carried out, with rather conflicting tessurhe basic hypothesis seems to
have been that, if infants were allowed to grownighout hearing any language, then
they would spontaneously begin using the originadl-@iven language.

An Egyptian pharaoh named Psammetichus tried tiperewent with two
newborn infants around 600 BC. After two yearshie tompany of goats and a mute
shepherd, the children were reported to have speatsly uttered, not an Egyptian
word, but something reported to be the PhrygiandwBekos meaning 'bread’. The
pharaoh concluded that Phrygian must be the otitamguage. That seems unlikely.
The children may not have picked up this word frany human source, but, as
several commentators have pointed out, they mus haard what goats were saying.
(Remove the kosending; can you hear the goats?)

James IV of Scotland carried out a similar expentreround AD 1500 and
the children were reported to have started speaHelyew. It is unfortunate that all

other cases of children who have been discovevatlin isolation, without coming
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into contact with human speech, tend not to confin@ results of either of these
'divine-source' experiments. Children living with@ccess to human speech in their
early years grow up with no language at all.
II. THE NATURAL-SOUND SOURCE:

A quite different view of the beginnings of humapesch is based on the

concept of 'natural sounds'. The suggestion is ghatitive words could have been

imitations of the natural sounds which early med awomen heard around them.

1. THE POOH-POOH THEORY : this theory is delivered from Darwin’s view
and suggests that speech appeared first by a waygth which people were
making instinctive cries to express feelings susbla for surprise and ouch!
for pain...

2. THE DING-DONG THEORY : this view suggests the idea that the first form
of language arose as people made responses tomaxstimuli, and thus
building up a system — like which assured to meetraunicating needs.

3. THE YO-HEAVE-HO THEORY : it suggests that first sort of language was a
serial or rhythmic sounds produced by people warkogether and doing a
physical effort. Those sounds were later on dewelapto codes.

4. THE BOW-WOW THEORY : this theory suggests that early attempts to
produce language began as imitations of naturahdslike: moo, chow-

chow, crash, clang, buzz, bang, meow...
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[ll. THE ORAL-GESTURE SOURCE:

This theory goes further back in time when peo@eduphysical gestures to
communicate their ideas. It is thought that overetithey started to use not only their
hands, but also movement of the mouth, lips andguenwhich subsequently

developed into speech as we know it.

IV. RECENT THEORIES:

Most modern theories concerning human languagénsrigpnverge towards a
central point stating that the interest of lingusttoday as it was once, finding the
first language but rather the co-existence of lagguand other disciplines with the
same society. Linguistics now devotes much more tim investigate the intrinsic
inter-relations between language and mind to umaedsthe function and the nature

of this latter.

NB:

Onomatopoeigonomatopoeic)(Bow-wow theory)

The naming of a thing or action by a vocal imitataf the sound associated with it;
or the echoing natural sounds (suctbaszor hisg. Onomatopoeia may also refer to
the use of words whose sound suggests the senseoddurs frequently in poetry,

where a line of verse can express a charactedftite thing being portrayed. In the

following lines from Sylvia Plath's poem “Daddylig rhythm of the words suggests

the movement of a locomotive:

An engine, an engine
Chuffing me off like a Jew.

A Jew to Dachau, Auschwitz, Belsen.

First year classes 2015/2016 Page 3



Mr Meguellati

WHAT IS LANGUAGE?

hrough the answer of the question: what is languagee are going to

know whether all languages have something in commanshared by

other systems of communication, human or none huraamot ? To
know this requires from us an investigation ondiféerent characteristics specific to
language.

CHARACTERISTICS OF HUMAN LANGUAGE:

The characteristics are best highlighted (mentdnie the definitions of
language made by well-known linguists of th&2éntury:
I. EDWARD SAPIR 1921 (Language P.5):
“Language is a purely human and non instinctive oetif communicating
ideas, emotions, and desires by means of voliyarmduced symbols.
The main characteristics of human language accgtdithis quotation are:
1. language is unique to humans (no animal language)
2. language is produced voluntarily (non instinctiyely
3. language is made of symbols.
4. there is the notion of sender, receiver, and a.code
[I. BLOCKAND TRAGER 1942 (Outline of linguistic analysis):
“A language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbglsieans of which a social
group co-operates.
We may say, according to this statement that:
1. language is structured i.e. it is made up of ruksch concern its
pronunciation, grammar, and meaning.

2. language is limited only to its spoken form.
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3. there is here a clear notion to the fact thaglege is used as social
product not only to fulfil the function of commuiiton but also the
notion of co-operation.

4. this definition brings in the property of arbitnaess.

. HALL 1968( Essay on language):
“Language is the institution whereby humans comnatmiand interact with
each others by means of habitually used oral-augigobitrary symbols.
Through this statement we may say that:

1. language use requires more than one user.

2. language involves the sender and the receiverakespform of

language.

3. language is a social arbitrary product.

4. language enables interaction (not only communioadiodeas,

emotions, and desires...).
V. RoOBINS 1979:
He did not define language, he rightly pointed that such definitionsténd
to be trivial and uninformative, unless they prgsoge ... some general theory
of language and of linguistic analysisBut he only listed and discussed
certain salient characteristics of the language'thaust be taken into account
in any seriously intended theory of languagdost important of them are:

1. Extensibility: it is a property of language which enables languasgrs to
add other words to their linguistic resources. Trguage is extensible in a
way that we may call for new expressions to fit communicative needs.

The new words introduced in the language may coora bther languages or

from simple invention.
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2. Modifiability: language has an impact on its users, sometimeselete
need to adapt ourselves as the language requiresxdmple, when hearing a bad
news makes us showing a state of neglect, sorry, ...

In other cases, it is the language we use and #yewe use it which are modified
and adapted because of our state and the messaganiveo transmit.
V. CHOMSKY 1957 (syntactic structures p 13):

“From now on, | will consider a language to be a @gtite or infinite) of
sentences, each finite in length and constructgaba finite set of elemerits.

According to Chomsky, all natural languages, ifmeittheir spoken or their
written form, are languages in the sense of higdein since:

a) Each natural language has a finite number of soumas(and a finite
number of letters in its alphabet — on the asswmpthat it has an
alphabetic writing system).

b) Although there may be infinitely many distinct samtes in the
language, each sentence can be represented ate adiquence of these
sounds (or letters).

We know also that Chomsky did not mention whetlamguage is used for
communication or for other reasons. His purpode igocus attention upon the
purely structural properties of languages.

The term “infinite” implies, according to Chomskie existence of a capacity
which he believes is innate to generate sentemogs dther sentences, differing
in the surface structure (word order) and keepimg same deep structure
(meaning), a view which opposes the one held byb#feviourists concerning

language learning and development.
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PROPERTIES OF HUMAN LANGUAGE:

uman language differentiated from all other forrhsignalling by a set
of properties which make it a unique type of comioation system.

Those properties are:
1. DISPLACEMENT : It is the ability to use language to talk abdings and

events not present in the immediate environmenth(saas past and future
time reference). It enables us to describe thimgspaces which we are not
even so sure of their existence. The meaning ehansignals, by contrast,
is restricted to the setting in which they are usedunger cry, for example,

means that hunger is present ‘now’, not yesterddgraorrow.
2. ARBITRARINESS: There is no natural or iconic relation between a

linguistic form and its meaning. There is nothinghe way the worttable’
iIs pronounced or written which physically resemitles thing‘table’. In
language, only few words have sounds which echb thi# sounds made by
the object or the activity to which those wordsergfonomatopoeic). These
words are rare and the vast majority of linguistiressions are in fact

arbitrary.
3. PRODUCTIVITY : The capacity of language users to produce and

understand an indefinitely large number of sentene¢so referred to as
creativity. New utterances are continually being created, tardlanguage
users manipulate their linguistic resources to peednovel expressions and
sentences. A child, for instance, learning a laggua active in forming and

producing utterances which she or he has neved liedore.
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4. CULTURAL TRANSMISSION : Language is passed from one generation to

another not genetically or biologically but througlprocess of teaching and
learning, for example, a Chinese child born in Bndlis likely to inherit
some physical characteristics from his parents tgeally but develops not
necessarily the Chinese language. This child wdkh and use the English

language which he acquires part of his culture.
5. DISCRETENESS. The sounds used in language are meaningfullyndisti

Each sound is treated as a discrete unit, and ¢berrence of one sound
instead of the other leads to a misuse of languageexample/p/ and/b/
sounds in a sentence likecah | park heréthe use of the sounith/ instead

of /p/is a wrong use of language.
6. DUALITY OF STRUCTURE (DOUBLE ARTICULATION )Z Language is

structurally organized into two abstract levelseTiscrete forms combined
in different ways give different meaningful unifhat is, at one level, we
have distinct sounds and at the other level we listnct meanings. For
example, the sounda/, /e/, /t/none of these discrete forms has any intrinsic
meaning. When we produce those sounds in diffecentbinations, as in

ate, eat, teave have different meaningful units.

These six properties may be taken as the corerésatf human language.
Human language does of course have many other miexebut these are not

uniquely human characteristics.
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» VOCAL-AUDITORY CHANNEL : is certainly a feature of human speech.
Human linguistic communication is typically genedtvia the vocal
organs and perceived via the ears. Linguistic comoation, however,
can also be transmitted without sound, via writmgvia the sign
languages of the deaf. Moreover, many other spdeigs dolphins)
use the vocal-auditory channel. Thus, this propertypot a defining
feature of human language.

» RECIPROCITY : any speaker/sender of a linguistic signal can hésa
listener/receiver.

» SPECIALIZATION : linguistic signals do not normally serve any other
type of purpose, such as breathing or feeding.

» NON-DIRECTIONALITY : linguistic signals can be picked up by anyone
within hearing, even unseen.

» RAPID FADE: linguistic signals are produced and disappearkdyic
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SOME FUNCTIONS OF HUMAN LANGUAGE:

n order to communicate any idea or transmit anysags we make use of

either one form of language. One function of largguis communication which

consists of sending and receiving pieces of languagmake others know
about ourselves or know about other selves. Howetmre are cases in which
language is not used to fulfil that specific funatibut used for other reasons. Those

reasons may be:
1. EMOTIONAL EXPRESSION (EMOTIVE LANGUAGE ): Sometimes we

use language to get rid of our nervous when weiader stress or frustrated
state; the clearest case is the use of swearimghsrenity as a means of
getting rid of nervous energy when people are ustiesss. Other emotive
utterances include involuntary responses to bedutfit or scenery,

expressions of fear or affection, and the outp@srifound in a great deal of
poetry. We may also use positive kinds of emol@reuage in cases when

we react automatically to beautiful sight.
2. SOCIAL INTERACTION (RELATIONSHIP ): when more than one person

are engaged in using language, the function ofdagg is not necessarily
communicating ideas. One other function of langu@ge social gathering)
is the intention to maintain good relationships ampersons. For example
in English when someone sneezes we use the exgetdess you” and the
common reply is “thank you”. In this case, no idass communicated rather
it is a purpose of maintaining a good rapport betweeople. Silence instead

of the expression “bless you” would mean a sengist@nce (alienation) or
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even dislike (hate). These kinds of expressionsaatematically produced,
stereotyped in most of the cases and they diffemfrone language to

another as cultures vary.
3. THE POWER OF SOUNDS meaningless expressions are often uttered in

different situations. For instance, those repatitivhythmical sounds
produced by children to control a game, or those&es of individuals
singing at kitchen, bathroom ... Phrases like theselbe explained only by

the desire to exploit the sonic potential of langpia
4. THE INSTRUMENT OF THOUGHT : people, specially when writing, feel

the need to speak out their thoughts aloud sayag this helps them
concentrating more. This can be the example of whoa who reads to
check whether what has been written correspondghtd he has in mind.
An example of students performing mathematical waton where the
mental act (thinking) is accompanied with a verb@inmentary. Here also

no idea is communicated.

First year classes 2015/2016 Page 11



Mr Meguellati

LANGUAGE FAMILIES:

0 say that two or more languages belong to the damdy is to say that
they are variants of the same common ancestrattatrer language, or the
original form roto) of a language. The first attempt to discoverhistory
of the languages of the world began at the enchefeighteenth century, scholars
(linguists) at that time began to compare group$anfuages in a systematic and
detailed way to see whether there were correspaedenetween them especially in
terms of sound systems and grammatical structure.

If this could be demonstrated (finding similaridies would be assumed that
these groups of languages belong to the same akiinguage or proto language;
however, there is no direct and complete knowlexfgbe proto language from which
the members of a particular family are descenddnté&urope for example, there
were groups of languages like French, Spanish]tahdn which are descendants of a
common origin (Latin). Another hypothesis suppdlts idea that there was once a
language form which many languages of EURASIA haeen descendants, this
language is called thHeroto-Indo-European language.

Proto-Indo-European

Balto-Slavic Indo-Iranian

A 4 A 4

Germanic Celtic lItalic Hfllenic alBc Slavic lndic I[ranian
(Latin) (Ancient Gige (Sanskrit)

A 4 A 4 v
German Gaelic Italian Greek Latvi Russian Hindi Persian
English Irish  Spanish ithuanian Polish  Bengali
Dutch Welsh French Czech etc.
Danish etc. Portuguese Bulgarian
Swedish Romanian etc.

Norwegian etc.
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WHO WERE THE INDO-EUROPEANS ?

History showed that there existed semi-nomadicpopulation living in
southern Russia around 4000 BC. They began to ¢prda the Danube area of
Europe from around 3500 BC, those people were kreswine Kurgans.

The Kurgan culture and language seem to haveedriivthe Adriatic region
before 2000 BC. The ancestors of the Kurgans atekmown although there are
similarities between their language and the Urioily of languages spoken in the
East.

THE DISCOVERY OF PROTO-INDO-EUROPEAN LANGUAGE :

It was not possible to deduce the existence of feamsly of languages until
scholars become aware of the systematic resemblahicd can be found between
European languages and Sanskrit which is the oldegtiage of the Indian continent.
When these similarities were first found, many pedpought that Sanskrit was a part
of the European languages, but towards the enkeogighteenth century, systematic
studies showed that this was not the case and stadies proved that Sanskrit was a

system to European languages.

Sanskrit Latin Greek
pitar pater pater (father)
bhratar frater phrater (brother)

NB:
THE COGNATES:
A cognate of a word in one language is a wordnother language which

has a similar form and is, or was, used with alainmeaning.

English mother father friend
German mutter vater frelun

Spanish madre padre amigo
Italian madre padre amico
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WHAT IS LINGUISTICS:

inguistics is the scientific study of language, ailms at providing
explanations about the complexities which are oftamd in language
and its different aspects. Different types of lisgigs can be

distinguished according to the aim set in eachshgation:
1. GENERAL (THEORETICAL ) LINGUISTICS: it studies language in

general and builds up theories and categorisattosit language, in order
to establish the universal characteristics of hufaaguage. (it is concerned
with frameworks for describing individual languagasd theories about

universal aspects of language).

2. APPLIED LINGUISTICS : is using linguistic theory to address real-world
problems, (applies those theories to other fields).

3. MACRO (CONTEXTUAL ) LINGUISTICS : is concerned with all what affects

language. It deals with:

- How languages are acquired and stored in the.mind

- The psychological and neurological mechanismslired in language behaviour.

- Language and society, language and culture, Egeyand biology.

The linguist is interested in such fields so asrable himself understand other
fields of knowledge such as:
a)Language acquisitionhow do human develop language, which hemisphere is
concernth the task of perceiving and developing language.

b) Aphasia:the loss of control over language caused by bramade.
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4. MICRO (AUTONOMOUS) LINGUISTICS : is a narrow study of linguistics
which deals with the language itself and for itsddfis concerned with
mainly the structure of language with no referetacthe way languages are
acquired and stored in the mind, without regardht® interdependence of
language and culture, without regard to the phggichl and psychological
mechanisms that are involved in language behaviourshort, without
regard to anything other than the language systeinoks into different
aspects of language in order to understand lang{agefunction and
structure).

5. DIACHRONIC (HISTORICAL ) LINGUISTICS . is concerned with the
development of language through time and givehdstl explanation of
language changes through history.

6. SYNCHRONIC LINGUISTICS : studies a particular language in a given
period in time of its history. For example, Englisinguage can be studied
synchronically in case we deal with that languagend) the Shakespearian
period.

7. COMPARATIVE (TYPOLOGICAL ) LINGUISTICS: is concerned with
comparing a language at different phases (step®dsé of its development.

8. CONTRASTIVE LINGUISTICS : its purpose is to focus on the differences
between languages, especially in a language-tegchimtext.

9. DESCRIPTIVE LINGUISTICS : is the work of analysing and describing
how language is actually spoken now (or how it wetsially spoken in the

past) by any group of people. (it deals with aipalér language and studies

its different aspects: phonology, syntax, semantics
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SCIENTIFICNESS OF LANGUAGE STUDY:

hen sitting for language study, the linguist hasfdatbow some

rules:

1. SYSTEMATICNESS: the linguist has to set and organize a framewark

the material to be studied. He has to choose betwe&ero and macro

linguistics, then he has to define the area ofshisly regardless of other
fields.

If the choice; for example, had been on one pddrdanguage (English);

using descriptive linguistics, the aspect of thelgtshould be identified: if

the aspect is phonology, the linguist will definkeagly the subject

(phonetics or phonemics).

2. OBJECTIVITY : the linguist has to carry out the study away from
personal feeling intervention. The data should lesgnted in the way they
are, not in the way they should be in the lingp@nt of view.

3. EXPLICITNESS: the results obtained from the study, and the thsor
built up should be presented in such a way that ta® be discussed and
publicly checked. In addition, those findings aret no be kept in
linguistics domain only; they should be useful fother fields of

knowledge like psychology, sociology...
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In linguistics, different branches may be distirgi@d according to the linguist
focus and interest. A major distinction introduded F. De Saussure was that one
between diachronic and synchronic linguistics;fitet refers to the study of language
changes and language in general, the second teféne study of a state of language
at any given point in time.

a. When the attempt is to establish general princifileshe study of all
languages and to determine the characteristicsimfah language as a
phenomenon, it is called general linguistics.

b. When the study concentrates on establishing this fafica particular
language system, it is called descriptive linguassti

c. When its purpose is to focus on the differences/&en languages, it is
called contrastive linguistics.

d. When the intention is to emphasize certain charattes of a
particular language through its different phasesdefelopment, the

study is called comparative linguistics.
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THE DOMAINS OF LINGUISTICS:

ost recent linguistic theories divided language ittiree aspects:
phonology, grammar, and semantics. The scientitiedys of
language  requires  describing language  phonologijcall

grammatically, and semantically.
|. PHONOLOGY:

It studies the sound system of human languagecitides both phonetics and

phonemics.
A. PHONETICS: it is the study of vocal sounds, describing thenthay are

made. Phonetics as the study of sounds stems frogtigious stimulus; the
old Indians were the first who thought of a framekwhich describes correct
pronunciation. According to them the written aspefcthe language remains
unaffected; whereas the spoken one can be sulbjenispronunciation, and
this would affect the pronunciation of their holtgxts. During the 19
century, Melville Bell invented a writing systemathhe called "Visible
Speech”, he was a teacher of the deaf, and hededemis writing system to be
a teaching and learning tool for helping deaf stisiéearn spoken language.
He contributed a lot to the establishment and dagreéent of a unified
international pronunciation system, known todaytlas I.P.A (International
Phonetic Alphabet) in 1886 in Paris. Phonetics @cerned with the
production of sounds with no reference to any lagguin particular. It

includes:
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1. ARTICULATORY PHONETICS it investigates the different organs of
speech which are involved in the production of sisuigplace of
articulation). It also describes how the organsp®ech contribute in
the production of sounds (manner of articulation).

2. ACOUSTIC PHONETICS it studies the medium through which the
sound goes from the mouth to the ear.

3. AUDITORY PHONETICS it investigates how sounds are received by the
ear and analysed by the brain, it describes thénamems involved
in transmitting the sound from the outer ear toappropriate part in
the brain to be decoded (to be understood).

4. FORENSIC PHONETICS has applications in legal cases involving

speaker identification and the analysis of recadéstances.
B PHONEMICS: the study or description of the distinctive sounésu

(Phonemes) tdraguage and their relationship to one another.
1.RoNEME: the smallest unit of sound in a language whichdiatinguish
two words.
Eg: pan & ldiffer only in their initial sound:
a. pan begins with /p/ and ban with /b/
b. ban and bin differ only in their vowels: /aad /i/.
Therefore, /p/, b/, leel, and /il are phoneofdsnglish.
The numbepbbnemes varies from one language to another.
English iseftconsidered to have 44 phonemes:

24 consonanats] 20 vowels.
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2. ALLOPHONES"other sounds":
when a phmeehas two different pronunciations in different
phoneticvironments, we say it has different allophones,
for expler the phoneme /L/ has two different
pronuatadns in different words; it is sometimes darlelik

in (MilK] and sometimes clear like in (sleep) [I].

3. PHONE: the smallest sound as it is produced (individuahsis as they
occur in speech)
Eg: the differemys of pronouncing the vowel in the waraln,
Long [ee:], shorfieg], with nasalization [ae], are all phones of the
phoneme /ee/.

* When we speak, the vocal tract works withoutpstving a stream for a
flow of sounds, one sound merges into the othemandet words, phrases, sentences,
or language sequences. When we produce these sisgmenmake use of the wide
range of changes (voice high or low, quick or slowhich may change the meaning
of what we say, this is what provides the dataupfra-segmental analysis which is
derived into four parts:

1. Assimilation: it is the change of a speech sound because ohthernce of an
other sound following or preceding it; we have ghgpes of assimilation:

a. Progressive assimilationa sound is pronounced differently because of the

influence of the preceding sound, eg: dogssés.

b. Regressive assimilationa sound is pronounced differently because of the

influence of the following sound, eg: the ahan.
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c. Reciprocal assimilation:two sounds influence each other and result in a
new one, eg: this year, could you.
2. Pitch: it is the rapidity of vibration of the vocal cordshich results in different
tones of voices, the faster the vocal cords vibtate higher the pitch.
3. Juncture: a short pause between words, or between sentent@msgier discourses,
it is easy to see it in written because it is acepabut in speech it is not easy to make
this separation (a nice house/an ice house), éasttice cream).

4. Stressit is a term used to refer the degree of force usguoducing a syllable.

. GRAMMAR:

ANCIENT BEGINNINGS:

One early example is the grammatical traditionrafient India, with its most
famous figure, Panini (520 BC - 460 BC). The Ind@nammarians were
concerned with preserving Sanskrit, the sacreduagg of Hinduism, in its
Classical form, in order to ensure that it wouldused properly in ritual. To
do this they described every side of the languagsmall detail. Panini's
Grammar was a huge work detailing the step-by-gtpvation of Sanskrit
sentences, all the more impressive because it waswntten down, but
memorized in verse.

DEFINITION:

A sentence may be defined as the target structitagruterms of which the
grammar of the language is organized.

Grammar is the study of words formation and wordsrgement in the

language, so grammar includes Syntax; that is iffereht rules which govern
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the order and arrangement of words in a sentemceorphology; that is the

study of words formation or morphemes formation.
A. SYNTAX: is concerned with the different rules that govdra $entence, it

is based on:

v" The patterns that underline the structure of titesee and its constituents.

v" And the syntactic devices which are concerned with linking of those
constituents together. Each sentence is construotgd of a set of
constituents which may be reduced to a basic seatgmpe (S+V+O) or
(S+V), to reduce the complex sentence into itsdogie we may proceed

until the resulting sentence can not be reduced.

eg: - Mad dogs savagely bite innocent seeang

- Dogs bite innocent strangers.

- Dogs bite strangers.

- Dogs bite. (it can’t be reduced)

The sentence is the upper unit whigbhresses the complete meaning through

a given way of arranging elements. The same mear@ngoe expressed by the same
elements arranged in different ways, the languaggr Unows the different rules
which govern the sentence structure and this kroydeof rules helps him decide
whether the sentence is meaningful or not. Thiswkedge concerns all the
information about language structure and languagection and this is called
Competence
To be competent in language means to possess endoghation about the rules of

phonology, grammar, and syntax.
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Eg: - He eats an apple (correct)

- An apple is eaten by him (correct)

- Is an eaten apple him by (wrong)
It is our competence which makes us understandstrdgence 3 is wrong, though it is
made of the same elements which make sentence in&bingful. So, sentence 3 is
meaningless.
Our competence can be seen as whether or not wealdeeto judge sentences
correctness, or also as the act of producing coseatences. To produce a correct
sentence is to make in practice our theoreticalwkedge, so we manifest our
competence.
Our competence also makes us interpret that a rssntmay have two different

meanings.

Eg: 1. John and Valery are married.
2. They called him Doctor Smith.
In sentence 1: one meaning is that both John ametyare married to other persons,
or another meaning which is John is the husbandatdry or John and Valery are a
couple.
In sentence 2: one meaning is that they call hins®wth and it is not his name, and
the other meaning is that he is ill and they calied a doctor whom name is Smith.
Note: the act of putting competence into practisecalled performance
Performance presupposes (needs) competence. Waotgmerform in a language

unless we are competent.
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B. MORPHOLOGY : it studies the structure of words or morphemes.
Morpheme the smallest meaningful unit in a language. Thare two types of
morphemes:

1. Free morphemes (base rootare those words which carry meaning in
themselves. E.g.: open, book, car, ...

2. Bound morphemesare those words which carry no lexical meanind, bu
only a grammatical function. These words are tatt@ched to the base to
express a meaning.

Bound morphemes are called “affixes” and are diyioi¢o three types:

a. Infixes: they are bound morphemes inserted inside anotbed.w
e.g.: Tagalog (language of the Philippines): -uhwves that a verb
is in the past tense: sulat (to write) — sumulabfe). In English,
the word (absogoddamlutely).
b. Prefixes: they are bound morphemes attached to the begirafing
the base. E.g.: unemployment.
c. Suffixes: are divided into two categories:
1. derivational suffixes: modify the word lexically
according to its dictionary meaning.
E.child (noun) childish (adjective)childishly (aehb)
2. inflectional suffixes: they modify the word
grammatically. Eg: book books, walk walked
Note:
* inflectional suffixes are always final and do radtow further affixation.
* the allomorphs are variants of the same infle@lanorpheme; just like allophones,

which are variants of the same phoneme.
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Eg: the plural (s) has got five allomorphs:
-Pronounced /z/ after a voiceness stop (t, p, l@) \aviceless stop (d, Q).
-Pronounced /iz/ after a voiced or voiceless sound.
-Irregular form, like: axed, ox
d. The zero-plural (zero morpheme)a morpheme involved in null affixation.
Eg: thanal of fishis fish, which can be analysed as the
umdish plus the null variant of the plural morpheme.
The division of morphemes into free and bound M&sidea of division of
language into three parts according to their marpbeimilarities:

1. aqgglutinative language: a language in which variaffixes may be

added to the stem of a word to add to its meanmip show its

grammatical function.

Eg: in Swabhiliwametulipa(they have paid us) consists of:

Wa me tu lipa

They + perfective marker + us + pay
(completed action)

2. analytic language (isolating language): a languagehich word

forms do not change, and in which grammatical fiomst are
shown by word order and the use of function words.
Eg: in Chinese, *uzi W ch le

Orange I eat function word

Showing completion

“| ate the orange”

*Wo clh le ugi le
I eat function orange  function
word word

“1 have eaten an ordnge
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3. synthetic language (inflecting language): a laggum which the

form of a word changes to show a change in mearmng

grammatical function.

Eg: mouse mice
Come came
1. SEMANTICS:

Is the study of the meaning of words, phrases ameaces. Meaning is

divided into two kinds:
a. Conceptual meaning (denotative):covers those basic, essential

components of meaning which are conveyed by tlegalituse of the
word.

eg: the wordneedle some of the basic components of this word might
include:thin, sharp, steelinstrument These components would be part

of the conceptual meaning oéedle
b. Associative meaning (stylistic)it is the meaning of the speaker’s

intention, this kind of meaning can not be studiednicro-linguistics;
because here the linguist has to do with other eh¢snthan the language
itself.

Eg: you may have associations attached to a wkedéedlewhich lead

you to think ofpainful whenever you encounter the word.
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Semantic relationships (lexical relations):

Words exist in language not in isolation, but ilatien with each other. Through this
relation we may know the meaning of a word, andetomes a word can be defined

through its related word. The types of relationshie words have are:
1. Synonymy. two words are synonyms when they express samemess i

meaning; however, total sameness is never convag®deen words, so there
are no complete synonyms.
eg:to listenexpresses to a high extent the same concepthdé® theardoes.

Buto hearcan’t replaceo listen
2. Antonymy: certain words express oppositeness in their meanthgse are

antonyms. We have:

a. Non gradable antonyms (complementary pairs) :comparative
constructions are not normally used (the expresdeaderor more
deadsound strange) and the negative of one memberidgeyg the
other. For exampldhat person is not dea(toes indeed mean that he
is alive).

b. Gradable antonyms: such as the paibig-small can be used in
comparative constructions likeigger than smaller than Also the
negative of one member of the gradable pair dog¢snaoessarily
imply the other. For example, if you styat dog is not oldyou do
not have to meatiat dog is young

3. Hyponymy: when the meaning of one form is included in the mireg of
another, the relationship is described as hyponwng, some typical example

pairs aredaffodil-flower, dog-animal poodle-dogcarrot-vegetablebanyan-

tree The concept of inclusion involved here is theaidleat if any object is a
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daffodil, then it is necessarily flower, so the meaning dfower, is included
in the meaning otlaffodil. Or daffodil is a hyponym oflower. The relation

here is considered as a kind of hierarchical i@hetip.
4. Homophony: when two or more different written forms have ttemse

pronunciation, they are described as homophonesekample,meat-meet

did-deed flour-flower, right-write.
5. Homonymy: when the same form (written & spoken) has two omemo

unrelated meanings. For exampdank (of the river) -bank (for money)
Bat (animal) —bat (used in sportlRace(sport) —race (ethnic group)
Pupil (at school) pupil (in the eye).
6. Polysemy is one form (written & spoken) having multiple meays which

are related by extension. For example, the wuedd used to refer to the
object on top of your body, on top of the compasryon top of a department.
The wordfoot of a person, of bed, of mountain. @mn: person does, water
does, colours do.
The distinction between homonymy and Polysemy it alvays clear in cut;
however, one indication of the distinction can barfd in the typical dictionary
entry for words, homonyms have got separated anamel treated as independent
lexical units. Whereas polesymes have one singig,enith a numbered list of

meanings.
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STRUCTURALISM: (INTRODUCTION)

he most important contribution to the understandfidanguage as an

abstract phenomenon came in 1916 with the pubdicaif Ferdinand De

Saussurdecture notes. De Saussure gave lectures at thersity of
Geneva in which he exposed new theoretical concepisvaluate the old school
(traditional grammar) and developed a new movenwntanguage analysis. De
Saussure did not leave a book behind, his studgtbered his observations from the
lectures notes they took, and published them aswsCDe Linguistique Générale ».
Thirty years after this publication his views wéaegely explored.

De Saussure was the first to distinguish the sygbrstudy of the language
from the diachronic one, and to provide insight® ithe nature of the language that
we use. According to him the essence of the langiggot in its external aspects but
in its internal system.

He believes that the language study has to coratenton the abstract
linguistic system which he called.& langué rather than the actual speech which he
called ‘La parol€.

Saussure's conception of language as an abstsdetrsynderlying the various
speech forms of its users, was developed by hiewels from the Geneva school, the

Copenhagen school, the Prague school, and aldetit®on school.
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